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Woe folk have long ago discovered the econo- 
my and_the labor and time-saving elements in 
the careful reading of department store advertising. 
These same elements exist in all carefully scrutinized 
advertisements such as appear in The Sunday School 
Times. Have you discovered how helpful the habit 
of reading them may be to your church and Sunday- {f 
school work, and in your home ? This issue is a good 
one to begin with. 




















The Searchlight 
._By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


6¢ A ND now,” I said, ‘‘this room is clean, 
A speck of dirt cannot be seen, 

The windows shine, the walls are white, 

The silver makes the dull day bright!”’ 


Then straightway came a ray of sun, 
And shamed my corners@ne by one; 
Searched out the web above:the door, 
And the sullen streak upon the floor! 


‘‘O Lord,” I said, ““my heart is pure, 
It holds no evil thing, I’m sure ; 

I do not cheat, I will not lie, 

I pass all gross temptations by.”’ 


He heard, and turned on me His face 
All-glorious in its matchless grace, 

And said, ‘‘ My child, what see you now?” 
I said, “A foul heart! Cleanse it Thou!” 








Our Lord’s Appearance 


Can we know anything concerning the physical 
appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ during his earthly 
incarnation? The Bible has little to say of this, yet 
that little is significant. In recent researches made by 
the well-known scholar, Dr. J. Rendel Harris, reported 
by wireless in the Philadelphia Public Ledger, Dr. 
Harris announces that he has studied a recently de- 
;ciphered Syriac- document of the eighth century, and 
has gone back to the testimony of the early church 
fathers. The Syriac document: contains the statement, 
“Thy stature, ‘O Christ, was smaller than that of the 
children of Jacob,” which Dr. Harris says is a qto- 
tation from a hymn. of the fourth century, derived 
from still earlier tradition. He quotes from Celsus, in 
the second century, the statement that “they say He 
was small, unfavored and ignoble.” - And another early 
Syrian writer, of the fourth century, is quoted “God 
took the human form and appeared with a stature of 
three human cubits He says He-rose upon us little 
of stature.” Three cubits would be about five feet, one 





or two inches. Of course, these uninspired records 
and traditions may’ or may not be accurate, yet we 
cannot but: be reminded of the Word of God, in Isa- 
iah’s great prophecy: “Who hath believed our report? 
... For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form 
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is 
no beauty that we should desire him.” This may all 
have been part of that unspeakable humiliation, volun- 
tarily accepted by the Lord, recorded throughout the 
Gospels and in the seven downward steps given by 
Paul in the second chapter of Philippians. It may 
have been part of God’s purpose that, even while Christ 
Was among men as a man, it should require the eye of 
faith, rather than that of sense, to see him as the Son 
of God, “The rose of Sharon, and the lily of the 
valleys,” “the chiefest among ten thousand,” and the 
only one “altogether lovely.” 


x 
The Contrast 


There ought to be a convincing contrast between 
Christians’ and unsaved people. “Sometimes there is. 
A missionary in China reports an impressive instance. 
Writing to the Times of the restlessness and insub- 
ordination in a mission school for Boys, she says: 
“Several years ago one of the boys left- the school 
in a very ugly spirit, mostly because he had failed in 
some of his studies. He went to a heathen school, and 
was soundly converted because there he saw and real- 
ized the difference between the just and kindly way the 
teachers and most of the boys behaved in the Chris- 
tian school, and the selfish and dishonest things he ex- 
perienced in the heathen school. Now that boy is do- 
ing voluntary preaching on Sundays, while he is teach- 
ing in a city school. Probably he will go to a the- 
ological seminary to fit himself for a life of Chris- 
tian service.” e who live in so-called- Christian 
lands should remember that, after all, we have just as 
great an opportunity of testifying, and more our 
lives than by what we say, that in Christ we have 
something’ that the unsaved persons around us cannot 


possibly have— without Him. Some of these may be 
among our .dearest friends and relatives. Do they, as 
they see us, notice such a contrast to what they have 
that they are made intolerably thirsty for the Water 


of Life? 
a 


“Only Human Problems” 


Only God can write history in advance. Men may 
guess at it, and times they may even guess right; 
but God’s foretellin® of future events is never a guess. 
When he tells us what will occur in the future, it is 
as fixed as the history of the past. Yet men who re- 
ject the Word of God often try to prophesy, and their 
age 3 are futile. The well-known writer Dr. 

rank Crane, whose syndicated newspaper articles are 
tread doubtless by millions, and who rejects the foun- 
dations of the faith, has recently given his own proph- 
ecy of what the world will be a hundred years hence. 
Here are two of his predictions: “There will be no 
more revivals of religion nor reforms in government 
nor revolutions, because the ends desired will be worked 
out much better in the public school... . There will 
be no race problems nor industrial problems, only hu- 
man problems.” Of course, one who rejects God's 
way of salvation in the shed blood of Christ as Sav- 
iour, necessarily rejects “revivals of religion,” and be- 
lieves that education of the unsaved man is all that 
we need, but the unconscious blindness that stands out 
here is the naive statement the only problems we shall 
have, a century hence, are “human problems’! Dr. 
Crane overlooks the fact that it was “only human prob- 
lems” that brought the Son of God from Heaven to 
earth to become man, and to die as man’s Substitute 
and Saviour, in order to solve for impotent man — who 
is just as impotent today as he was in Adam’s day — 
the “human problem” of sin. It is “only human prob- 
lems” that make race problems and industrial prob- 
lems and murder and adultery and the shattering of 
all the Ten Commandments, and world wars. Yet 
Christ, and only Christ, can solve every human prob- 
lem that man is heir to. 





An Abundant Entrance Into Glory 


night, and anything which does not do that 

must go.” That sentence, from a recent letter 
from my Cousin Constance Young who, in 1924, made 
an abundant entrance into.glory from the mission field 
in the Solomon Islands, might stand as her habitual atti- 
tude through many years toward everyday life, and 
toward the Lord of Life and Glory. Anything must go, 
rather than that he be grieved, or his work hindered. 
And that blessed art which she practiced, of putting first 
things first, and k@eping them first, is one of the les- 
sons this generation needs. above all else to learn, 

One feels all too unworthy and unable to write ade- 
quately of her and her unexpected and abundant en- 
trance into glory. How can I lay a wreath of loving 
tribute to her memory that shall exalt only her Sav- 
jour, that shall lead our hearts up to him? For that 
is all she would have consented to. 

Here, fgom a recent letter, is the tribute of the whole 
Mission. s labored in: “She was always so happy, 
so radtantly happy in her work, so enthusiastic, in spite 
of, the hardships of the Islands, that she will ever live 


ee 


OW: ARE here to glorify God every day and 


This editorial is by Dr.iNorthcote Deck, F.R.G.Si, of the 
South Sea Evangelical. Mission, Solomon Islands. Those 
interested in Dr. Deck’s work may keep in touch with the 
Mission through its quarterly Mission Letter, for which 
the subscription price is s¢ cents a year (may be ordered 
from Miss S. €. Dunkelbergér, 21 West School Lane, Ger- 
mantown, Philadelphia, who is. also authorized to receive 
contributions for the Mis$ion). Many heart-stirring inci- 
dents of mission life in the South Sea Islands have been 
brought together in the book “Pearls from the Pacific” ($2, 
plus 15- cents postage), by Florence S. H. Young, an aunt of 
Dr. Deck, to whose vision and sacrificial devotion the Mis- 
sion owes much. A deeply devotional study by Dr. Deck 
is his book, “Mounting Up With Wings” ($1.25, plus 10 
cents postage). Both these books may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Cotipany, Philadelphia, 


in our memories and be an inspiration. And yet it 
was God’s doing; he made her what she was, and I 
suppose he could make each of us beautiful for him.” 
Those aré two adjectives that just seem to fit her: 
beautiful and radiant. Beautiful, not only in outward 
looks, but beautiful too in character, in unselfishness, 
in affection. And radiant; that seems to express her 
best of all, because her very brightness came from the 
clear outshining of Christ. 

She was dashed to the ground at times in the work, 
but then it-was in sheer humility. But she was radi- 
ant almost always. There was something, too, of en- 
terprise in her character which is unusual and most 
valuable in spiritual work. Here is one of her last 
letters: “One thing has been coming home to me 
lately, and it is this: you cannot have real war without 
casualties, if souls are really being won. Somebody in 
Africa said, ‘The church advances over the graves of 
its pioneers,’ and perhaps Malaita will never be won 
wholly for Christ until we are more willing for the 
death principle. ‘Except a corn of wheat, fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit.’ I want you to know now 


‘and for just as long as I’ll be down here, that you at 


home have got to be willing, even glad, for me to die 
in this fight, if God should so will it. Personally, I 
hope I will die down here! My ideal is this—a few 
short, sharp years on the firing-line, strenuous and 
soul-winning, and then, Heaven! That’s my ideal, 
but, of course, may have an utterly different plan. 
I hope I'll never be invalided out of the service. I'd 
rather die down here a hundred times over.” rh 

That letter is just a little token of her gallant heroic 
heart. For beneath all her sweetness and romance and 
impulsiveness there burned a very indomitable spirit, 
and a quiet, steady determination to do the will of God 
at all costs. 

A little before she was taken ill, one had come across 
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the two contrasted objectives in life in Luke 15, and 
they just seem tw summarize her spiritual career, 

1. In verse 12, the cry and desire of the heart is, 
“Father, give me,’ —give me, give me, Here the prize 
of life, the objective of sonship, is merely, the “por- 
tion of goods,” and the father is mainly regarded as one 
from whom “to get things.” Many of our Island con- 
verts come to God with just that idea at first, that they 
will prosper better with God than with their akalos. 


It is only later that they learn the sinfulnese of oi, 


and their need of a Saviour. ree owe 

And the.prayer life of +> ™anv Christians at home 
is taken up with askin J.cit®’ {Or material things. 
That occupies most time and thought. But, if money, 
and “getting things” are allowed to become the prize of 
life, one thing is inevitable: it will lead the soul into 
“the far country.” For such things do not bulk largely 
with God; and it will mean parting company with him 
if we will pursue them as the main, prize of life. And 
in no time at all the soul begins to be in spiritual 
“want.” 

But my cousin’s eyes from the earliest days were 
upon the mission field. And amid all the picnics and 
innocent gaities of a large and happy home circle, her 
greatest joy as a child was to go and sing with the 
Kanakas on the plantation. From that it was a natu- 
ral step to read with them, and tell them Bible stories. 
So she early learned the joy of service. And the great 
world, with its wealth and lures, never had her heart. 
How easily even earnest Christians can be turned aside 
from God's best. How luxury Creeps in, and many 
cares, until the simplicity of the Gospel and a child- 
like walk and faith are overlaid with other interests. 

2. Verse 19. “Father, . . . make me.” So from a 
child her cry, her desire from God was not for mate- 
rial things. It was not, “Father, give me the portion 
of goods.” She saw more clearly than that. Wealth 
held no charms for her. She sought and coveted the 
eternal, that which could be taken on into Heaven, 
that which would abide the fire. And her continual 
cry, as I have heard many times in her prayers, was, 
“Father, ... make me, make me like thyself, make me 
a channel of blessing, make me a servant.” And be- 
ing a servant of God. she early learned to see him 
very vividly and continually, 

“It were not hard, we think, to serve Him, 
If we could only see. 

It were not hard, He says, to see Him 
If we would only serve. 

They who toil where His helpers be, 
The glow of His smile shall often see.” 


So to her it was given, in unusual measure, “the 
glow of his smile to see,” and it was reflected and 
radiated in her own. 

“Father, make me a servant” (v. 19). But can we 
serve him for naught? We might like to, might long 
to. But we can never do so. There are certain in- 
evitable present rewards which are the heritage of those 
who cry, not, “Father, give me,” but, “Father, make 
me.” Here are some of them: 

1. The “robe” (v, 22) of Christ’s righteousness, a 
peerless fabric, the world can never match. 

2. The “ring” by which we are wedded to his pur- 
pose of saving souls, —the most blessed union in all 
the world, ‘ 

3. The “shoes” of the feet become “how beautiful 
upon the mountains” because of the precious message 
they bear. 

4. The “feast,” the divine joy, the making “merry” 
of heart. These all were Constance Young’s in abound- 
ing measure while she was exultingly running the race. 

And now? “There is no pocket in a shroud,” and 
the “portion of goods” must be left behind. But a 
heart, a heart made like thine? Why, a heart like that 
can be taken up into Heaven! The verb “to have” has 
lost all meaning there. The verb “to be” alone re- 
mains. And so this eager warrior has cried and lived, 
“Father, make me” a blessing, a channel, a servant, 
and she has chosen that “good part, which shall not be 
taken away.” 

The “making” cost much. Cost fever and weari- 
ness, stifling days and nights, pale cheeks and weary 
limbs; it cost disappointments and hardships. Pinned 
to her mirror, the last time I saw her, was a little 
slip of paper with the words, “My brethren, count it 


all joy.” It was still there on her mirror after she’ 


had died, the watchword of her life. But just at that 
time it was an eloquent witness to very special diffi- 
culties bravely faced, to her “care of all the churches,” 
of the five hundred Christians God had. piven her to 
love and to teach. But that was just her way of meet- 
ing tribulations, — with a song on her lips, and joy in 
her heart. The little message is left to us, but she 
is countine the joy now with Christ. She has tri- 
—— with a song; triumphed and sung, and passed 
along. 

So she was borne on the shoulders of the elders who 
loved her, escorted by bands of weeping Ghristians 
who mourned her. o they laid the sufferer down 
in her grave, under the trees. And-there she lies to- 
day, after a very gallant and glorious death, in a coral 
tomb, shaded by palms, looking out to sea. How gladly 
she used to welcome the ship in days gone by. _What 
wavings! What joy! What greetings! Now on 
the cliff overlooking the landing where the Evangel 
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anchors and the boat comes ashore, she sleeps, silently 
awaiting our coming, and that glorious and fast-ap- 
proaching coming of our Lord of Glory. 
Who is to fill the gap? 
Who follows in her train? 

















Is the Old Testament Conception of God 
Primitive, Crude, and Mistaken ? 


Yesterday in his sermon our pastor made the following 
statements, on which I would like to have your opinion, 
based on God’s infallible Word. - 

He said: “A comparison of the earlier and the later 
prophets would show ‘a larger and better. conception of 
God in the latter. But we need not go so far away as 
this, for if we were to read the writings of some good 
Christians written at the time when slavery was in force 
in the United States, and compare them with our mod- 
ern writings, we would not fail to note the far larger 
and grander conception of God still, What has hap- 
pened? Has God changed? Absolutely no! He is ex- 
actly the same God, but our conception of him has 
changed, If these men were with us now they would 
be ashamed of what they had written. Where then are 
we to get this new and enlarged vision of God? Simply 
in the face of Jesus.” 

Perhaps my vision is warped. Perhaps I am a man 
of very small caliber of mind.- It may be I am a bit 
old-fashioned, but I confess that statements like the 
above are very misleading, to say the least. Were the 
Old Testament prophets writing their conceptions of 
God? Or were they writing under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit? If their writings are merely their 
conceptions, and in comparison with our modern con- 
ception are so warped, of what benefit are they to us 
now? 

Personally I believe that all Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable FOR DOCTRINE. 
When I examine the Book-closely under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit I cannot come-to such conclusions as my 
pastor. If I speak to him as I have done here, I am ac- 
cused of being unkindly critical, intolerant, or prej- 
udiced. A short while ago he said from the pulpit that 
love always came before belief in the Christian experi- 
ence. When I asked what he meant I found that there 
was no common ground on which we could discuss the 
matter, for when I quoted Scripture that “Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us,” I 
was informed that I did not know the modern meaning 
of these words. 

What is to be our attitude today, those who believe 
the Word and love it? I would be glad if you can help 
me in this, as I would like to be as useful as it is pos- 
sible to my blessed Lord; yet I feel that, to do so and 
to get His mind on God and man, I must do as He did, 
ag€ept the whole Bible as the Scripture of God. Am I 
astray ?—A Canadian Reader, 


oY 

The Bible claims to be the Word of God written 
in the very words of God.>:It claims this, not once or 
twice or a dozen times, but literally thousands of 
times throughout the Scriptures. And it claims it 
concerning those very portions, early in the Old Tes- 
tament, of which Modernists and destructive critics 
of the Bible say that they give us only primitive, crude, 
and mistaken conceptions of God. 

The attitude of ‘the reader of the Bible, therefore, is 
one of two choices. Either he must conclude that the 
Bible makes false claims for itself, habitually and 
continually, and therefore. is an untrustworthy book 
to such a serious degree as to destroy its spiritual 
value; or he- must admit the Bible’s claims for itself, 
and recognize that here is a supernatural book, differ- 
ent from all other literature past and present, the unique 
Word of God given to men by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, and as free from mistakes as the char- 
acter of God himself. (This is called “verbal inspira- 
tion,” and those who would follow the subject further 
will find useful a Sunday School Times pamphlet on 
“What Is Verbal Inspiration, and Why Do We Believe 
in -It?” 40 cents a dozen, 4 cents each, or $3 a hun- 
dred.) 

It is of great significance that the Pentateuch (the 
first five -books of the Bible), which contains much 
that the critics set aside as crude and wntfustworthy, 
was quoted by the Lord Jesus Christ during his earthly 
ministry over and over again, and accepted by him as 
the inviolable Word of God, and infallible in its very 
words. Thus the Lord quoted from Deuteronomy, 
when tempted by Satan in the wilderness, and said, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt, 4: 
4; Deut. 8:3). 

Moreover, a study of the “conceptions” or descrip- 
tions of God given throughout the Old Testament, 
in comparison with the revelation of God given 
throughout the New Testament, discloses exactly the 
same God in each part of the Bible, with no contradic- 
tions and with just as holy, inviolable perfection in 
the Old as in the New. It is true that God permitted 
certain things during Old Testament times, which later 
were forbidden; but the laws and regulations concern- 
ing’ such matters were given by God, as Christ specific- 
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ally declared, because of the Israelites’ hardness of 
heart at that time (Matt. 19:8). . 
In an attempt to show that Old Testament conc 


tions of God were crude and mistaken, and not up to 


the standard of the New Testament, critics sometimes 
call attention to God’s instructions to Israel to destroy 
the Canaanites and other godiess peoples when God 
was giving the Promised Land to his Chosen People. 


* This ts said. to be a crude and bloodthirsty conception 


of God, entirely out of keeping with his true charac- 
ter, Such an observation quite overlooks the fact that 
we find in the New Testament the character of God 
disclosed in exactly the same way: he pledges. him- 
self to destroy physically those who are incorrigibly 
sinful and who persistently reject his offer of salva- 
tion, Thus we are told that, at the return ofthe Lord 
Jesus Christ from Heaven to this earth, his purpose 
shall include “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey. not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess. 1: 8, 9). 
And the accounts of God’s judgments, physically, upon 
Christ-rejecting sinful men and women, in which their 
children must suffer with them, in the last book of 
the New Testament, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ,” 
will be found to agree exactly with the disclosure of 
the character of God in the Old Testament. 

Theretis, of course, “progressive” revelation through- 
out the Bible. We are told more and more concerning 
God and his purposes for men, as the sacred Scriptures 
continue from Genesis to Revelation.. But, while the 
Bible’s revelation of God is steadily unfolded through- 
out its books, there is no part of the description of 
God, anywhere in the Bible, that is false or mistaken. 
For it is all the actual Word of God concerning him- 


The Modernist minister’s statement that “love al- 
ways comes before belief in the Christiaz experience” 
is not according to Scripture. Love is the first part 
of the “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22), and “is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us” (Rom, 5:5). But we can receive the Holy 
Spirit in our lives only by faith in Christ as our Sav- 
jour ; not until one has, by belief, accepted Christ, and 
has been born again by the Holy Spirit, can one love 
either God or man as God 
first, then fruit. 
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" “Ambassador ”- Booth 
and the Bryan Bible Class 


I read with a great deal of interest and profit “Booth’s 
First Address at the Bryan Bible Class,” which ap- 
peared in the January 9 issue of The Sunday Schgol 
Times. 

I was forcibly struck with the masterful and spir- 
itually enlightening .manner in which he handled the— 
subject under discussion. 

I hope it will be possible for more of these addresses 


to appear in the Times in the near future—A Philadel- 
phia Reader. 


The Sunday School Times. agrees with this reader 
in his estimate’ of “Ambassador” Herbert Booth’s 
opening address rade before the famous Tourists’ 
Bible Class at M.ami, Florida, which had been. led 
in recent years by the late Mr. Bryan. The Times is 
glad to announce that it will publish another eof these 
addresses by Mr. Booth, in-an early issue, and at the 
same time it deeply regrets, as will multitudes of 
others, that Mr. Booth’s health has not permitted 
him to continue the great work of conducting the class 
in Florida. Mr, Booth has written the Editor: 

With much regret I have to tell you that owing to a 

breakdown in my health I have not been able to stand 

the severe strain in speaking to the William Jennings 

Bryan Bible Class in the Royal Palm Park in Miami. 

After the splendid start of the first few Sundays it is 

with real sorrow that I have, therefore, been compelled 

to abandon this work. It would seem that the Lord’s 
will for me is to make it my first duty now to rest from 
public effort till He generously gives me back my 
strength, and meanwhile to learn patiently the lesson 
He has to teach me by this calling aside to rest, re- 


covery, and fresh revelation. Please pray that this may 
be so. 


The Editor is assured that many readers of The 
Sunday School Times will gladly unite in prayer 
for God’s hand in great blessing upon Mr: Booth at 
this time, and for complete restoration to health and 


active service if this is God’s will. Mr, Booth, as is_ 


well known, is the youngest son of the late General 
Booth of the Salvation Army, and is known to thou- 
sands of people as “Ambassador”: Booth, this title 
coming from his favorite Scripture passage, 2 Cor- 
inthians 5:20, “Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us? we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

The new article by Mr. Booth that will appear in 
an early issue of the Times is another in the life and 
experiences of the apostle Paul, and was prepared 
for the Bryan Bible Class, but was not delivered, for 
the reason mentioned. Readers will find the samte ex- 
ceptional insight into the Scriptures that characterized 
the first article, and may. well count this a valuable as- 
set in their Bible study. 
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The creation of the universe from nothing 


The Granite Foundation of Genesis 
By Giorgio Bartoli, Ph.D., D.Sc., D.D. 











-: 














the mind of ancient and modern writers as the 

first of the five books of Moses,— Genesis. 
Nuwiberless commentaries have been written on it, 
and it still continues to be commented upon, because 
its contents “are so mysterious, so profound, and so 
pregnant with surprising and unforeseen meanings that 
no commentator can reasonably hope to satisfy the 
views of all his readers, and to solve all the mysteries 
connected with its mighty theme,—the creation of 
the universe out of nothing. 

Genesis is also the book most bitterly and unceas- 
ingiy combated by infidel science. Erudition, scholar- 
ship, encyclopedic knowledge, journalistic ommniscience 
have all stood up in battle array against the first chap- 
ters of Genesis, which have been declared to be myth- 
ical, fabulous, and absolutely’ unhistorical. 

Nor is this to be wondered at. The open and secret 
enemies of Christ and his Gospel instinctively feel 
that» once Genesis is demolished and its narratives 
relegated to the Olympus of mythological folklore, 
the New Testament likewise must of necessity fall 
and crumble to pieces; because the two Testaments, 
the Old and the New,-are so intimately connected that 


Tite is no book; perhaps, which has so taxed 


they form but one Book in two parts, one great. 


Building, which is reared on the granite rock of 
Genesis and which raises its golden pinnacles toward 
the new Jerusalem, sung by the poet-seer John the 
divine. 

The evolutionists, of course, reject the first chapters 
of Genesis because these flatly. contradict their beloved 
theory; the Pantheists refuse to accept them because 
Genesis clearly proclaims the Personality of an In- 
finite God; the rationalists combat them in the name 
of .reason and of science falsely so-called. 

But, so far, there is little cause for surprise. What 
is rather to be marveled at, and regretted, is that mil- 
lions of weak Christians. very readily give up Genesis 
as unimportant, thinking thereby to save the rest of 
God’s revelation to man. Never was entertained a 
more shallow, foolish, and dangerous ‘thought! V/ith 
Genesis stands or falls the whole fabric of Christian- 
ity. We too easily forget that gur Lord Jesus Christ 
constantly appeals to Genesis, and to the other books 
of the Pentateuch, as the inspired Word of God; and 
that he never fora moment doubted the historical 
authenticity and veracity of the Mosaic record. We 
forget that the twelve apostles, preaching throughout 
the world the Gospel of Christ, generally commenced 
their teachings by affirming before their Gentile hearers 
their faith in God, the Creator of heaven and earth 
out of nothing. Genesis went before the Gospel. The 
faith in one God, who had created the universe out 
of nothing, was made a stepping stone of ascent to 
ever loftier truths: the perfect comprehension of the 
divine plan of man’s recreation; his spiritual redemp- 
tion, - 
The Creature and the Creator 


According to the inspired Word of the Bible, God 
is everything, man is simply nothing. Man is God’s 
creature. Absolute being, independent existence, be- 
long to God alone. The universe came forth through 
creation from the hands of God; man, of himself and 
in himself, possesses nothing, except sin; even the 
good works which he does would not be good if God 
did not help him to do them, anticipating him with his 
grace, accompanying him with the same, and crown- 
ing in him his gracious favors in the eternal life. 

Creation is to God what a legal deed of possession is 
to us. God possesses this absolute mastery over the uni- 
verse and over man because he has created the one and 
the other out of nothing. If the universe was not created, 
but always existed, or if it evolved slowly and gradu- 
ally from chaotic matter which did not owe its exist- 
ence to God, he, then, is not by right Master and Lord 
of the universe. If on the contrary the universe and 
man owe their being and existence to God; if what- 
ever man possesses, body, soul, children, country, all 
eame to him from God, nothing excepted; then man 
must be subjected and obedient tc God because God 
is his Maker, his Creator, his Master, his Lord, his 
God. This truth forms, as I have said, the granite 
foundation of both the Hebrew and the Christian re- 
ligions, and this is the reason why the apostles, preach- 
ing the divine message of Christ, taught the Gentiles 
as well as the Jews, first of all, this important truth. 

Therefore it is man’s duty, so long as he lives, to 
arrive through the study of created things at the knowl- 
edge of God; and “the wrath of God,” as Paul says, 
“is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unright- 
eousness; because that which may be known of God is 
manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 
For the invisible things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
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things that are made, even his eternal power and Go- 
head; so that they are without excuse: because that, 
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their im- 
aginations; and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fouls” 
(Rom. 1: 18-22). 

All ancient nations possessed certain books which 
they considered God-inspired, and which record the 
principal facts narrated in Genesis, just as in the Bible 
of the Hebrews. The Egyptians possessed the “Book 
of the Dead’; the Ancient Persians the “Avesta and 
Vendidad”; the Brahmins the “Vedas and Puranas”; 
the Babylonians the “Poem of Creation” and other 
narratives, contained in the tablets found at Nineveh 
and Babylon, which George Smith, Langdon, and 
others have translated into modern tongues; the Etrus- 
cans had the “Book of Ancient Doctrine’ mentioned 
by Valerius Maximus, Varro, Cicero and many others; 
the Greeks possessed certain _most ancient> books, men- 
tioned by Hesiod. So much for the nations nearer to 
But also the far distant nations, as the Chinese, 
the Japanese, the Incas, the ancient Mexicans, the mys- 
terious inhabitants of North America and of the Pa- 
cific Islands, the Scandinavians, the inhabitants of Af- 
rica preserved in written books and ‘oral traditions 
the principal facts of Genesis, 7 ¢., the ‘creation of 
heaven and earth, the creation of man, his fall, the 
earthly paradise, the gigantic stature and long life of 
the antediluvian men and their unrighteousness and 
iniquity, and the universal deluge which swept them 
from the face of the earth. As to this latter tradition 
the learned Lenormant states that “it is an absolutely 
universal tradition, and that there is no people or frag- 
ment of a people which has not possessed it.” 

The sacred books of the nations are evidently based 





N THIS article The Sunday School Times 
offers its readers the first of a series of con- 
spicuous importance, 


The series will discuss the Biblical story of 
crdation in the light of the recently discovered 
Babylonian documents. 


The author is one of the outstanding scien- 
tific men of Italy, trained in several univer- 
sities, and having taught chemistry, geology, 
physics, and kindred branches- of .science in 
prominent universities of Europe and Asia. To- 
day he is a mining engineer, in charge of valu- 
able mining interests in Sardinia. 


. Dr. Bartoli’s life story is in itself a ro- 
mance of science and faith, and will be given 
to readers of the Times, later, in a series of 
articles by the Editor, 


This scientist, who has spent many years in 
the East studying Oriental history and tradi- 
tion in the original languages, is convinced from 
his first-hand study of the Bible that the Book 
is wholly God’s Word, without error, as accurate 
in science and history as in spiritual truth. 


In these articles he will discuss the manner 
of creation, show how the Bible disproves evo- 
lution, and bring together information from 
the whole Word on the cosmic wreck caused by 
the fall of Satan and hosts of angels with him, 
— showing that this was the teaching of Jew- 
ish writers before Christ, and of the Lord and 
the Apostles and the Early Church. 


A flood of light is. brought to bear from the 
recently discovered Babylonian documents on 
Creation and the Deluge; and the series gives a 
wealth of technical information from scholarly 
works that are inaccessible to most readers of 
the Bible. 


It is one of the most valuable contributions 
to “the faith once for all delivered” that has 
appeared in this troubled day of Modernism, 
Evolution, and general unbelief. 


The Editor hopes that readers of the Times 
will call this remarkable series to the attention 
of their friends who may not now be taking 
the paper, and remind them that a Twenty-Five 
Cent Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscription 
will secure the entire Bartoli Series, if they 
ask for this and write promptly to The Sunday 


School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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on Genesis, To be-touvmctd of this,’ it will suffice 
to compare Genesis with the Poem,of Creation written 
by the Babylonians, with the Avesta of the Persians, 
with the Vedas and the Laws of Manu of the Brah- 
mins. But what a difference between these books and 
Genesis! The Biblical narratives of the creation of 
the universe and of man, of the temptation and fall 
of man, of the life of the first men upon earth, are 
sober, concise, almost without anthropomorphisms, de- 
void of heathen symbols, of fables, of fantastic and 
poetic myths; and, moreover, they are rigidly .mono- 
theistic. The narratives of the same facts*which we 
find in the books of the nations are diffuse, fantastic, 
grotesque, often absurd, puerile, and ridiculous, and . 
always they are tainted with legends, fables, and myths, 
which alter and disfigure them completely, - 

As is rightly inferred, the Biblical narrative does 
not depend on the Oriental cosmologies, but these de- 
pend on Genesis.. In fact all critics admit; as an in- 
disputable canon of criticism, that of two’narratives, 
both of them coeval or supposed to be so, and one 
depending on the other, that one is the older and the 
source of the other which is more concise in styie, 
more sober in figure of speech, less polytheistic, and 
less marred by poetic and fantastic superstructures. 
Accepting this sound canon of historical criticism, no 
one can rightly doubt which is the older, the cosmology 
of Genesis or that propounded in the books of the 
nations. We justly infer that Genesis has been the 
model upon which the other cosmologies were woven, 
and that Genesis was the primitive source of them all. 

This is true even with regard to the Babylonian Poem 
of Creation and the narratives connected with it, which 
are the oldest of all Oriental cosmologies. That Poem, 
according to Langdon, its most recent translator (The 
Babylonian Epic of Creation, restored from the re- 
cently discovered Tablets of Assur, Oxford, 1923), 
was written during the first Babylonian Dynasty, which 
reigned between the years 2225 and 1926 B. C. At 
that time there existed in the family of the just Noah, 
who died, according to the chronology followed by 
Archbishop Ussher, in the year 1998 B. C., the record 
of the creation that we now read in Genesis; and that 
record was a written one, not merely oral, because men 
of profound learning have placed beyond the possibility 
of controversy the fact that the art of writing was 
generally known in those days, as indeed it is coeval 
with man, and does not fail to appear in the oldest 
documents of humanity. 


The Original Record Historical, Not Legendary 
The argument that I have so far stated is generally 
admitted by all learned Orientalists and by modern 
commentators on Genesis, but an important distinction 
must be drawn between their opinions and mine. All 
or almost all those scholars grant that in the beginning 
there was only one traditioneor legend of creation; but 
according to them that was not the Biblical narrative, 
but the Babylonian. This, they say, the Hebréw priests 
of the Exile learned in Babylon, accepted it as a plaus- 
ible explanation of the great fact of the existence of 


‘the universe, purged it of all polytheistic and mythical 


excrescences, and reduced it to the Genesis we now 
read. They therefore affirm that in the beginning there 


* existed the Babylonian legend, from which the Biblical 


narrative is derived, together with all other similar 
narratives found in other cosmologies. On the con- 
trary, I maintain that originally men possessed the 
history of creation such as we now read in Genesis: 
that much later, owing to corruption of the Biblical 
narrative, there arose the Babylonian, Vedic, Avestic, 
Etruscan and Greek myths. First history, then legend; 
first the perfect, afterward the imperfect; first truth, 
afterward error; first monotheism, then in progress of 
time polytheism, 

This doctrine is the only true one and I defy all 
the Lenormants in the world to disprove it. The canon 
of historical criticism which I have applied to my sub- 
ject was not invented by me. It is Fis cardinal canon 
of the Higher Criticism: why, then, do the historians 
of comparative religions not follow it? Here is what 
the learned Lenormant writes: “It is the same nar- 
ration,” he says, speaking of the Babylonian and the Bib- 
lical story of the creation; “they are the same episodes, 
succeeding one another in the same order; and yet one 
must be blind not to see that their meaning has be- 
come quite another. The exuberant polytheism which 
encumbered the Chaldaic [Babylonian] cosmology was 
carefully done away with, and the most rigid monothe- 
ism was introduced in its place. What expressed natu- 
ralistic notions, singularly gross and vulgar, has- be- 
come the dress of moral verities of the highest order 
in the spiritual world. The essential traits of the tradi- 
tion have been indeed’ faithfully kept: and yet, be- 
tween the Bible and the Sacred Books of Chaldea 
-[Babylonia] there yawns all the interval of one of the 
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greatest revolutions which ever ha ed in human be- 
liefs . . . Though others explain all this by a natural 
progress of the conscience of humanity, I see in it, 
without hesitation, the supernatural intervention of 
Divine Providence, and 1 bow before God who has 
inspired the baw and the.Prophets” (Origine de I'His- 
toire, pages 19, 20). 

There is indeed, as Lenormant says, a divine ‘inter- 
vention of God in the world and in humanethings; but 
God did not supernaturaliy intervene in order to cleanse 
the sink of the Babylonic myths, %. ¢., to reduce them 
to the sober, concise, monotheistic narration of Genesis, 
God did something better. God provided that the prim- 
itive tradition, namely, the revelation of himself made 
to humanity, should not be ruined or lost by all the 
peoples of the earth. God kept it pure and safe in 
the family of Adam, of Seth, Enoch, Noah, Shem, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and of the Hebrew people. 
Will one dare to maintain that the primitive tradition 
—i, e., the primeval revelation of God to humanity — 
was in its very source and cradle spoiled, tainted with 
foul myths and impure legends? First the historical 
fact, sober, concise; afterward the myth, the legend. 
First the pure and limpid source; then the brookiet, 
the muddy torrent, the turbid river. First the divine 
revelation, pure, immaculate, rich in thought, deep 
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in meaning, exuberant with joy and spiritual life; aft- 
erward the Babylonian, Vedic, Etruscan or Greek poem, 
or myth, the novel, the fable, the fairy-tale, fantastic, 
imaginative, sensual, and luxuriant with material life. 

Another point upon which I must detain the reader 
is the question whether in the Oriental cosmologies 
there appears the conception of creation out of noth- 
ing, i. e., without a pre-existing chaotic matter. The 
answer is sufficiently certain. Those cosmologies, at 
least in the fragmentary state in which they are handed 
down to us, do not teach in a clear manner the doc- 
trine of creation out of nothing. They are more or less 
infected with pantheism; hence they maintain that 
chaos or primeval matter always existed, and from it 
the universe, nay the gods aiso, were created and came 
into being. We find indeed here and there words and 
thoughts which might be interpreted as a belief in a 
creation out of nothing, specially where the Vedic, 
Etruscan or Greek poets affirms that God “with a 
thought created the universe,” and similar phrases, 
which are met with even in the most mythological 
Babylonian tablets; but only in the Bible is creation 
out of nothing clearly taught and expressly maintained, 
In the other cosmologies: there is mereiy a trace, a 
vestige, a distant mention and nothing more. 

(To be continued iu next week's issue) 








How God is preparing the Radost Bible School as 
a strategic center for spreading the Gospel 








Reaching the Jew for His Messiah 





By Robert C.. McQuilken 


Dean of Columbia Bible School, Columbia, S. C. 








A recent letter from one of the workers of the Christian Testimony te Jews, in Warsaw, Poland, emphasizes afresh 
the great burden upon all the Christian workers there, and in the Radost Bible School, for the people of Poland. 
The worker writes: ‘* Think of it! In Warsaw there is only a handful of Christians. Very * a of the one 
million or more of its inhabitants have heard the Gospel. I see five and six furierals every time I go 


to Warsaw. 


Gone into ‘ outer darkness’ 1°’ Although the Russellites in Warsaw have a hall seating five hundred people, 


Jewish people must be turned away from the tiny Ogrodova Hall of the Christian Testimony. These 


Jews 


are so eager for the truth that they are going all the way to Radost, twelve miles from Warsaw, in order to find 


something that satisfies their souls, ill you let God 


to you through this article of the great opportunities 


and the great needs of Poland today,and will you ask him what your part may be in meeting those needs both for 


prayer and for material support ? 


ifts for the work or inquiries for information should be addressed to the 


Christian Testimony to Jews, 901 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia. 


HATEVER opinion one may have of the 

place of the Jew in God’s plan for the human 

race, no intelligent observer can fail to realize 
that happenings today among the Jews are fraught 
with some great significance. And no earnest Chris- 
tian can fail to be thrilled by the glorious new note 
of hope in these happenings, 

Those interested in the new Jewish “experiment” 
in Palestine gave more than passing attention to the 
inauguration of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
formally opened the first of Apri, 1925, with one hun- 
dred and seventy-five students enrolled. Few perhaps 
have caught the significance of this event for Chris- 
tian missions as it is revealed in a brief article by 
Dr. W. M. Christie in “The King’s Writ,” the quar- 
terly magazine of the Bible Training Institute of Glas- 
gow. Dr. Christie is a devoted missionary at Tiberius, 
Palestine, and is one of the great Hebrew scholars of 
the world. He represented the University of Glasgow 
and gavé his message in Hebrew at the dedication of 
the Hebrew University, at which occasion there were 
representatives of more than a hundred universities 
of the world, and the inaugural address was given by 
Earl Balfour. Two things of vital import were empha- 
sized by Dr, Christie’ in his comments on the Univer- 
sity and the Zionist Movement. One is the revival of 
Hebrew as a living language, one of the forerunners 
of the revival of Israel as a nation. The other is the 
new attitude on the part of many enlightened Jewish 
leaders toward Hebrew Christians. In writing of the 
great consideration and cordial weicome accorded the 
Christian minister and missionary by the Zionist leaders, 
as well as their inviting of a Hebrew Christian and his 
wife as practically Israelites, Dr. Christie uses these 
significant words: “The Hebrew people are not far 
from acknowledging the Christian Jew as an integral 
part of the nation. When that is done formally, Is- 
rael will have reached the fulness of liberty. It will 
mean the reviving of the race from its spiritual side. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” 

Whether such an acknowledgment on the part of 
the Jews will ever come until the time of Jacob’s great 
trouble and the appearing of their Messiah again, it 
is not our purpose here to discuss. But it is evident 
that startling developments among the Zionists may 
be expect 

If this picture that Dr. Christie draws of the situa- 
tion in Palestine seems far from what we have known 
of the Jew and his attitude toward Christ and the 
Christian faith, still more startling are the ,;eports 
that come from central Europe about the attitude of 
the Jews there. 

Recently a keen British observer, F. Spencer John- 
son, well-known as a spiritual leader and wide traveler, 
was so amazed by what he.saw in Poland that he sent 
to those in America interested in the work, an edi- 


tion of a leaflet giving his impressions. The title of 
the leaflet is “‘Ir Is MarveLtous’ What I Saw Among 
the Young Jews in Poland.” To read the few pages 
of this leaflet is to agree with the writer that “This 
is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes” (Psa. 
118:23). Over a hundred bright young Jews, climb- 
ing up three flights of dingy stone sieps, then pass- 
ing through a dark passage to reach the Mission room 
where they might hear of Israel’s Messiah, the Sav- 
jour of the world; and doing this on a bright sunny 
evening. This was one marvelous thing the English 
traveler saw.» And more wonderful still is the. report 
that these eager young Jews;-many of them. full of 
questions after they listen for ‘three hours to Gospel 
addresses, made “no sign of opposition to the_presenta- 
tion of the Cross of Christ.” 

This work visited by Spencer Johnson is one of the 
centers of the remarkable ministry of the Christian 
Testimony to Jews, founded by Henry Hellyer, the 
first American Society of any kind having for its 
specific object the reaching of the Jews of Russia and 

entral Europe, 

An American traveler, well-known in many circles 
as a writer, recently spent some time in the Bible 
School at Radost, near Warsaw, in charge of Moses 
Gitlin. This Christian woman, intimately acquainted 
with Christian work all over the world, like Spencer 
Johnson, was amazed at what she saw. She wrote a 
story of “A Jew and His Jerusalem,” and in it tried 
to give some of her impressions of what she considered 
an apostolic work, and one destined to be used of God 
in a peculiar way for a mighty movement among the 
Jews of Poland and Russia: Think of Spirit-filled 
evangelists trained in a school where they daily .wit- 
ness the power of God in answer to prayer, going 
out to preach to their own people, Jews and also Gen- 
tiles, in Poland, Soviet Russia, the Baltic countries to 
the north and the Balkan lands to the south! - 

It is not strange that a work of this sort should 
have to pass through its great crises aud its times 
of suffering. In recent months the greatest crisis 
of all was faced, and it looked for a time as though 
this whole work of the Bible School, built up through 
three years of sacrificial service, would be wrecked, 
Henry Hellyer, Director of the work, was in England 
at the time attending the great gathering of the First 
International Hebrew Christian Alliance, and a plea 
was sent for his immediate presence in Poland. To 
those who know something of what followed in agon- 
izing prayer and dedication of life among all the 
workers and students, it is not surprising’ that out of 
apparent disaster there came a great triumph. The 
beautiful grounds and modest buildings that the School 
was renting, and which they were about to lose, be- 
came the property of the Society in a most unexpected 
way. Money for the initial payment was given, and 
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the owner generously put a small price on the three 
acres and the buildings. 

A glance at the map of recontructed Europe will in- 
dicate how strategic this center is for the unique work 
of the Ghristian Testimony to Jews. The grounds are 
located in the suburbs of Warsaw, capital of Poland, 
where are 350,000 Jews. It is among them that the 
remarkable work which so stirred S er Johnson is 
taking piace under the direction of Moses Gitlin and 
the evangelists trained at the Bible School. And this 
Warsaw center is a gateway to Soviet Russia on the 
east, the now Baltic States of Luthuania, Latvia, and 
Esthonia to the north, and the Balkan States to the 
south and southwest. Sixty million and more are in 
these lands, outside of Soviet Russia, and among them 
between five and six million Jews. 

What .a center for streams of living power these 
grounds may become, in the very heart of Jewry. Henry 
Hellyer estimates that there are many*thousands of Jews 
who have already turned to Christ, and thousands of 
these need shepherding. Then there is needed a haven 
of refuge for the inquiring Jew seeking Christ, where 
he may be encouraged to his final great decision. An 
ideal place for a Bib.e conference center is Radost, and 
no other: place is available for the Christian workers 
and evangelists to gather and hear the message of the 
sufficiency. of Christ. A- printing pian should be es- 
tablished eventually. There is urgent need of quar- 
ters for some of these activities at once, as well as 
for the repairing and enlarging of the present build- 
ings to accommodate the rapidly growing school. A 
few thousands invested now will bring in eternal divi- 
dends beyond reckoning. 

With all these possibilities before him as he left 
Poland for America, Henry Hellyer wrote in a per- 
sonal letter to one of his prayer helpers: “I wish you 
could have met with us when all the workers and I 
offered ourselves afresh at His altar for a larger min- 
istry in Poland and Central and Eastern Europe! One 
had to be there and see with one’s eyes the atmos- 
phere of the place to understand the vast possibiiities 
for a glorious ministry that might reach out north, 
southeast, and west from Radost as a center.” 

Here truly is one of the strategic centers of our 
Lord’s own great campaign, it may be the closing 
campaign of this age. Let us throw in the prayer 
reserves and take great victories in His Name. 


“i 
Genesis and Yourself 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


And God said, Let there be*light: and there was 
light (Gen. 1:3). * 


Beg ee is no birthday in anyone’s experience equal 
to that day when God says to him and for him, 
“Let there be light.” For, while the elements had to 
obey God in his blessed fiat of light for them, we have 
the privilege of choice,— obedience or disobedience, 
when he offers his light to us. If we do not use and 
live by the life-giving light that God offers us, then 
the light that is in us is darkness; and how great 1s 
the darkness! (Matt. 6:23.) 3 : 

The unspeakable blessing of light is one of the first 
things recorded in this fitst word of the Old Dispensa- 
tion, and it is one of the first words of the New Cove- 
nant : “In go age life; ee =o light Hed 
men” (see 1:4, 5, 7-9). For me, if I wi 

empower me to use the light that he has made 
for me, is the pledge that my pathway shall be “as the 
dawning light, that shineth more’ and more unto the 
perfect day” (Prov. 4: 18). 
These very personal applications of the truths in God’s 
Book of Beginnings are taken from ‘‘ Messages for the 
Morning Watch,” by the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. The selections bear directly on the current Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons, and they will be continued 
throughout the Second Quarter’s lessons in Genesis. The 
book, containing these selections and many other devo- 
tional studies in Genesis, may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1; postage, 10 cts. 


Girls’ Problems of Today. 
Discussed by Mother Ruth _ 


personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is -enclosed. 


My dear Mother Ruth: Your column in The Sunday 
School Times has been very interesting and I agree with 
you in everything you say. Little did I think when I first 
started to read them that I would appeal to you some day 
for advice. 

I expect very shortly to be married to the most wonder- 
ful man in the world, naturally. Our lives are consecrated 
to God and we expect to go to the foreign field as mis- 
sionaries shortly after we are married. 

My problem is a small one, perhaps, but it is one that 
has been left for me to decide. Is it according to God's 
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- Lesson for April, 11 
Genesis 1:1 to 2: 2g 


command, or in other words Biblical, to have the word obey 
in the marriage ceremony? When we beth are the Lord’s 
entirely, is a head in the household necessary? 

Strange as it may seem, the young man does not seem to 
think it should be. I never have questioned it in my mind 
until: recently. There isn’t a shadow of a doubt as to who 
will have the final decision in all matters, as he is a real 
man, 

We want to do everything in God’s way, so perhaps you 
can help us. I hope the question is not too personal a one 
for you to answer in The Sunday School Times. If you 
know of any books on the subject it will help a lot.— 
Yours, 


Y DEAR GIRL: Congratulations are due you, 

that God has so blessed you as to call you to mar- 
riage and to work in.the mission field for him. What 
a privilege to so serve your Lord! Hold nothing back, 
but give him the full leadership in your life, and let 
the Holy Spirit be the Guide! | 

I do not know of any place in the Bible that the 
word obey is given to the woman to cause her to yield 
herself in any slavish manner to the man. But I do 
believe the Bible requires us as women to place the 
man as the “head of the wife.” Please read the fifth 
chapter of Ephesians from the twenty-first verse to 
the end of the chapter. The married life of Spirit- 
filled believers is well depicted. 

The honoring of the head of the house will soon re- 
flect itself in the atmosphere of the home, and at the 
same time the love and devotion that a man renders 
his wife and the queen of the home will surely do much 
to keep and preserve the love that should reign there 
and should be, under the love of Christ, the greatest 
influence of the household. Love is not a sentiment 
that soon floats away; love is God in action! There- 
fore, let God rule your lives, and let him be the con- 
trolling force in your hearts, and you will soon find 
how beautiful his plan is of mating us that we may 
live to carry out his perfect plan of oneness of body 





and life for the happiness of each other and the fam- 


ily which he gives us. p 
Two books you will find very helpful in your new 
home life are “The Home God Meant,” by Luccock, 
_and “Quiet Talks on Home Ideals,” by Gordon, both 
of which may be ordered through The Sunday School 
Times, 
w 


An Appeal for Prayer for China 


By the Director of the Great Commission 
Prayer League 


‘TEs is an appeal for prayer —in behalf of the 
four hundred millions of China whom “God so 
loved” that he gave his only begotten Son for their 
redemption, and his Son’s Spirit-begotten Church for 
their evangelization. 


Shall we not take China upon our’ hearts as we have. 


never done before? Shall we not pray and work and give 
for the speedy success of the great undertaking, on 
the part of Mr. George T. B. Davis and his associ- 
ates in the China Testament Campaign, that not alone 
the one million Testaments for China may be forth- 
coming, but that succeeding’ millions may be given, 
until every last man and woman and child in China 
shall have had the Gospel? Should God lay it upon 
your heart to have a part in this great work, gifts 
may be-sent to The Million Testaments for China 
Campaign, 119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 

Think of it! A missionary to China —a mission- 
ary that can never become a Modernist — for only 
fifteen cents! - A hundred such missionaries for only 
$15, which includes “passage money, board, salary, and 
all expenses,” and never any furlough home! 

This is a part of God’s program for world-wide 
evangelization. Multitudes are famishing everywhere. 
“Give ye them to eat” —at home and abroad! “Give 
ye them to eat,”’—in CHINA! This is GOD’S call. 
We MUST respond. INSTANT obedience here 
means IMMEDIATE blessing there and ETERNAL 
enrichment over yonder. Let us act TODAY! 

CHICAGO. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into 
prison, and to death (Luke 22: 33). 


LE word for prison is phulaken, The next time 
it is used is in Acts 12:4 where Peter is actually 
in prison bound with chains between two soldiers, a 
dozen more guarding him. There were two sides of 
the apostolic “preparedness,” — readiness to go to 
prison and death,—“I am ready [hetoimos] not to 
be bound only, but also to die . . . for the name of 
the Lord Jesus” (Paul, im Acts 21:13) and readiness 
(hetoimasia) to go anywhere with the Gospel, “your 
feet shod with the preparedness [hetomasia] of the good 
news of peace.” 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Putting Action Into the Lesson Period 











That the main points may be effectively driven home 


By Mary E. Bemis 














Nearly two hundred manuscripts were received in a competition conducted several years ago by The Sunday School 


Times, and they came from thirty-two states and four Canadian provinces. 


From these, twenty-three articles were 


selected to form the book ‘‘ Preparing and Teaching the Lesson,’’ and this article by Miss Bemis was one of 

the twenty-three so chosen to represent-the best methods of lesson preparation, in actual use by teachers and Sun- 

day-school workers. The book may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1 
plus 10 cents postage. 


the again? 
SW Eo made God?” 

Just how would you have answered these questions 
of.two small boys? To be ready for anything, how- 
ever startling, is. part of a teacher’s privilege and to 
answer questions wisely to the satisfaction of the 
small boy or girl is no mean accomplishment, 

I begin my study of a lesson about a week before 
it is to be used. In other words, as soon as one les- 
son has been taught, I begin work on the next. First 
I read over the designated pasSages of Scripture and 
any other portions necessary to give the/setting. Then 
I study the notes in the lesson quarterly used by the 
class, looking up Bible references as they occur. With 
these I- read The Sunday School Times, which gives 
a broad outlook upon the lesson, from the deeper back- 
ground material found in the special articles to the 
very practical suggestions of the regular departments. 
I look in a Bible dictionary or encydopedia for any- 
thing that is not clearly understood, 

As I study the Bible and various articles, I keep my 
mind ready to seize upon the special teaching points 
that I can use to the best advantage with my class of 
boys. I usually select two points: one which will lead 
toward a greater knowledge of the Bible, and the 
other some practical point which will help the boys in 
their everyday Christian life. Having chosen the 
main points I gather around each one material that will 
emphasize the thought. 

The point selected to increase the pupils’ knowledge 
of the Bible varies with the lessons. If the verses 
used for the lesson cover some Bible story that should 
be thoroughly learned, then every effort is made to 
teach the story so that it will not be forgotten. If the 
lesson is found in the Books of Chronicles, the parallel 
passage in Samuel or Kings may be read and the re- 
lation of the books to each other, the time at which 
they were written, and other facts may be explained. 
Or from a lesson in the Gospels which refers to some 
Old Testament prophecy, the connection between the 
Old and New Testaments may be shown. by finding the 
prophecy and comparing the passages. Again, if the 
lesson is one that is difficult for children to under- 
stand, I'take it as an opportunity for teaching some- 
thing about the Book itself, or I select a suitable verse 
and with the aid of Bible references and a concord- 
ance find other Bible verses which express the same 
or similar thoughts. These verses are used as a Bible 
drill which helps familiarize the children with the 
Bible, —a reference is read and the one who finds it 
first reads it aloud. , 

For the practical point of the lesson, illustrations from 
life and stories that will interest and hold the atten- 
tion of the class are selected. If too many stories 
are used the tendency is to scatter the thought, but 
one or two stories well told will help to strengthen the 
desired idea in the mind. Frequently an, effective story 
is found in a book or magazine, or a current topic 
may be fittingly applied to the lesson. At intervals I 
plan to use a missionary story when it will serve the 
double purpose of illustrating the lesson and keeping 
up an interest in missionary work. I read the maga- 
zine “Missions” with this thought in mind. . 

Every Sunday I plan to have some feature that will 
put some action into the lesson period or at least help 
to hold the attention. It may be a Scripture drill as 
before mentioned, or some written work, or a black- 
board exercise. The latter may consist in a simple 
cartoon, a catchy motto, a list of words or -phrases 
describing a person or problem, or an example in arith- 
inetic which may be drawn from the lesson. Map 
work has also proved helpful. Our class made its 
own large maps last year; one for Paul’s missionary 
journeys and another to show the kingdoms of Judah 
and Israel. The class met on a week night and en- 
larged the map from a small copy to one about three 
feet by four feet on heavy brown paper. At first we 
drew simply the outlines with mountains’ and rivers, 
then as the lessons progressed, we added the towns in 
colored crayon as wé came to them. 

Object lessons are very good if suitable ones can be 
found or worked out. I like to surprise my class with 
one occasignally, -For instance, once I used a tall can- 
dle and a short piece of one. After they were lighted 
I asked, “Which one would you rather have?” and 
“Why?” Then I brought out the point that a boy who 
gives his heart to Christ when he is young can give 
his Master longer and more worth-while service than 


WV ties gets me is, how did Jesus get up into. 


a man who has lived out half his life. Another time 
I took some different dishes in a basket, and taking 
each one out separately, asked the boys if they couid 
tell what the maker of the dish intended it to be used 
for. Then I pictured the confusion that would re- 
sult if sugar were put in the milk pitcher, salt in the 
sugar bowl, and so on. From that I led up to the 
thought that God has a definite purpose in life for 
each one of us, and appealed to the boys to do their 
best to find out and to do the very thing that God 
intended for them. (This object lesson is found in 
a pamphlet, “Object Lessons of Scripture, No. I,” 
(Charles Eickenberg, 4029 Nerth Hermitage Avenue, 
Chicago, 20 cents). I find that object lessons aré 
best conducted by means of questions, getting 
the pupils to think “why” rather than telling the 
whole story. ‘ 

As far as possible I have the boys carry out the 
different exercises, — writing on the blackboard, doing 
map work, and object lessons. If this work is to be 
of value each step must be carefully planned. Some- 
times I give the boys a share in this preparation by 
asking them to be ready tO do some definite part or 
to provide materials. 

Having studied the lesson material and selected the 
teaching points and planned the illustrations to be used, 
I come to the arrangement of my program. for the 
class hour. I try to vary the manner of attack in or- 
der to gain the first attention of the class. Sometimes 
I begin with a story, sometimes with a Scripture drill, 
or a quick review on the map. Occasionally I have 
them learn a Bible verse and lead the thought on from 
that. A question about something in which they are 
vitally interested ‘is a good leader since it may be 
varied in many ways. For instance: “Did you ever 
look through a microscope? What did it do to the 
object? Now, find Galatians 6:7. We're going to 
look at that verse through a microscope.” After de- 
ciding on the best way to begin I usually proceed 
through the Scripture lesson to the practical applica- 
tion of it, planning in a general way the important 
questions to be used. For a last impression I like to 
leave a thought of inspiration, challenge, or appeal to 
better Christian living, and so work up to that as a 
sort of climax. A Sunday-school worker once said in 
my hearing that the work of a teacher is something 
like that of a blacksmith. He must heat up the old 
material, lay on the new, and pound. It is pounding 
that brings the results. I try to keep this thought in 
mind and plan the lesson so that my blows of empha- 
sis will fall to advantage, that a definite impression 
of the lesson may be made. 

With the program in order I glance through the 
next lesson to see what, if any, assignments should be 

iven out for the following week. It may be parts 
of the Bible story to be read at home and told in class 
to save time, or towns to locate on the map, some 
subject to read up in an encyclopedia or a chapter 
from a book such as “Boy Talks,” by Philip E. How- 
ard, to be read and reported in class. I have some- 
times used the telephone or the mails in making as- 
signments during the week. 

In order tocrystallize my thoughts and to aid my mem- 
ory, I nearly always write an outline of the program on 
a slip ofepaper. At the top the date and.notes to re- 
mind me of any matters of business that should come 
before the class. Then the assignments for the next 
lesson and a note of special memory work, if there is 
any at the time. The program for the lesson is then 
set down briefly with. Scripture references, important 
questions, and other notes in proper order. Of course, 
interruptions frequently occur, so that I cannot follow 
my program exactly as I had planned, but in any case 
I pray that the Lord will deliver his message in some 
way to each member of the class. 

Being as busy as the average person I make my 
preparation for the lesson in odd moments during the 
week and usually the last thing every night. By keep- 
ing always on the lookout for suitable material, I fre- 
quently find a lesson almost planning itself with very 
little conscious effort on my part. Sometimes when 
I begin studying a lesson there comes immediately to 
my mind an illustration that I had been keeping in 
the back of my head for weeks or months, and I build 
my lesson around that. At other.times I have to dig 
a-lesson out by main strength. Whatever the method 
of securing the lesson plans, I always find it worth all 
I put into it, * 

NortTHsoro, Mass. 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 1. THE STORY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 1:1 to 2: 25 
Golden Text.—In the beginning God created the heaveas and the earth.—Genesis 1: 3 


OF CREATION 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By W. Graham Scroggie 
Foreword 


HE trouble with so many is that they begin at 

the wrong end of things. Let us begin at the be- 

ginning with God, God is the Original Fact, and 
the Ultimate Fact, No one can get either behind him, 
or beyond him, 


Introductory 


This week’s lesson- has no Historical Setting. It 
begins before and introduces all history. We shall 
therefore take a bird’s-eye view of the Book we are 
to study this next Quarter — Genesis. 


1. Title of the Book.—“Genesis” is from the Septua- 
gint, and means beginning, source, origin. ~In one 
view therefore, Genesis is The Book of Beginnings. 
But this Greek word is the equivalent, not of Bereshith, 
which is the first word of this Book in the Hebrew; 
but of Tol’doth, which signifies not cause, but effect; 
and so, in another view, this is The Book of Develop- 
ments. To study Genesis thoroughly with these two 
thoughts in mind will be to understand its great pur- 
pose, 

2. Origin of the Book.—The theory of Modern Criti- 
cism is that Genesis is a compilation; some holding 
that there were at least seven different authors 
(Ewald) ; others, that it is composed of a number of 
disconnected fragments (Hartmann) ; and others again, 
that, in the main, two documents are here united, one 
in which the name Jehovah predominates, and one in 
which Elohim (Eichhorn). A vast amount -of ana- 
tomical work has: been done in the interests of this 
theory, but, as Dr, Whitelaw has said, the Documentary 
Theory, which is universally held by critics, is unneces- 
sary, unproved, and incomplete, 

3. Unity of the Book.—On this point Dr, W. H. 
Green, late of Princeton, should be carefully read 
(“The Unity of the Book of Genesis.” Chas, Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, New York). There are few facts more 
certain than that of the literary unity of Genesis as 
it has come down to us. The evidence of this is seen 
in the ten times repeated phrase, “These: are the gen- 
erations of.” The first occurrence is in 2:4, and the 
last in 37:2. Chapter 1:1 to 2:3 is an Introduction 
not only to the Book, but to the whole Bible. The 
word Generations is Tol’doth, already referred to, of 
which the word Genesis is the Greek equivalent. These 
ten sections are in chronological order; and they are 
all necessary to one another for the development of 
the story. So far from being a bit of patch work, 
Genesis presents an unmistakable literary and historical 
unity. 

4. Purpose of the Book.—In a word, it is religious 
and redemptive. It is designed to show what is God’s 
relation to man, and man’s relation to God. Its ‘silences 
are almost as impressive as its speech. Though it is 
historical, yet it is not history in the ordinary sense 
of the word. It is the story of man’s sin and God's 
mercy. “As the opening volume of revelation in which 
the history of salvation was to be recorded, it was de- 
signed to exhibit the primeval condition of the human 
race, with its melancholy lapse into sin which first 
of all rendered salvation necessary, and to disclose the 
initial movements of that divine grace which ever since 
has been working for man’s restoration, and of which 
the theocracy in Israel was only a specific manifesta- 


” 


tion. ° 


5. Scheme of the Book.—No one analysis of this 
or any other book of the Bible is final. Different 
readers see a Book in different lights. In this lesson, 
following the idea that Genesis is a record of the re- 
deeming purpose of God for a sinful race, a purpose 
of which the instrument was to be a chosen people, 
let us see that the story of Abraham is the key to the 
scheme, 

This story is set forth in 11:10 to 25:11. Every- 
thing that precedes prepares for this, and everything 
that follows flows from’it, and leads up tc the fur- 
ther development, in Exodus and beyond, ct that re- 
deeming purpose, 


I II III 
I:I to-11:9 11:10 to 28:11 25:12 to 50:26 
Before Abraham After 
Creation Awakening of Faith Isaac 
Fall Disciplining of Faith Jacob 
Flood Perfecting of Faith Joseph 


The Expository Meaning 


Genesis 1:1 to 2:3 is a sublime Epic of Creation. 
It is not history, being prehistoric; nor science, though 


Devotional : Psalm_33 : 1-9. 
Primary Topic : God the Creator of All Things. 

Lesson Material: Genesis 1 : 1-31. 

Memory Verse: In the beginning God created the heavens 

. sh ty ey £@ 

J Lesson iMaterial : Genesis 1: 1 to 2: 25. 

rear wey “te Nees ts i tan 
intermediate jor Topic : God Maker Things. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: God in Creation. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
131-3, 26-31 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2 And the earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep: and the Spirit of God 1 moved upon 
the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: 

and there was light. 

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness: and let them have dominion <ver the fish of 
the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 And God created 


blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and ~subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sez,.and over 
the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing 
that 2moveth upon the earth. 29 And God said, Behold, 1 
have given yousevery herb yielding seed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit 
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food: 3@ and 
to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the heav- 
ens, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
wherein there is * life, I have givem every green herb for 
food: and it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he 
had made, and, behold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
1Or, was brooding upon. *Or, creepeth. ®Heb., a 
living soul. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








not contrary to it; nor myth, for it simply cannot be 
legendary as are all other cosmogonies; nor invention, 
for no human mind has ever been capable of such a 
conception, as witness the heathen creation stories; nor 
fraud, for fraud is not sublime. What then can this 
be but revelation! We should, however, distinguish 
between the character of the record, and its form. It 
is striking that revelation at the beginning and at the 
end of the Bible is in figurative and symbolic form, 
and, of course, is none the less revelation on that ac- 
count; the Fact is not affected by the Form. We do 
not know how the author of these two chapters re- 
ceived the revelation; whether by vision or’ otherwise, 
but we do know that these scenes, so vividly described, 
represent a great objective reality. They are not the 
products of time and human imagination, as are myths 
and legends, but are a revelation, in a form adapted 
to the understanding of all men, in all ages, of the 
work of God, with more especial reference to this 
earth, before the beginning of human history. 

This week’s lesson concentrates upon 1: 1-3, 26-31, 
—the Creation of the Universe, and of Mankind, 


1. The Creation of the Universe (1: 1-3).—Exposi- 
tors of this chapter are divided wpon what it purports 
to reveal. In the main there are two views, (1) That 
the whole chapter is the story of Creation, and that 
the “days” represent unknown periods. (2) That only 
verse. i tells of the Creation of the Universe; that 
verse 2 reveals a condition into which the earth came 
subsequently; and that the remainder of the chapter 
tells of the Restoration of the chaotic earth, in prep- 
aration for the coming of man, 

A third view has been put forth, namely, that “in 
the six days God pronounced, all the laws upon which 
the production of phenomena depends,” and that noth- 
ing remained to be done, but to “allow the laws to take 
effect.” In this view an “interval is to be understood 
between “God said” and “it was so,” ar. interval which 
may have extended for ages. If the second view be 
correct, a vast period must be s ed between the 
first and second verses, during which earth became a 
shapeless mass. All these views are important as in- 
terpretation, but this record is rather for the sake of 
impression, as are Psalms 104 and 136:1-9. We may 
hold a view as to whether the “day” is a thousand 
years, or twenty-four hours, and entirely miss the pur- 
pose and power of this sublime revelation. 

Is there a sublime or profovnder utterance in all 
the world than “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth’? It is a denial of Atheism, 
for it postulates GOD! a denial of the Eternity of 
Matter, for God created the heavens and the earth; a de- 
nial of Polytheism, for creation is not the work of many 
gods, but of the one and only true God; a denial of Pan- 
theism, because it distinguished between the Creator and 
the Creation; a denial of Agnosticism, for it brings in- 


visible realities to view,—the visible is not the only 
knowable; and a denial of Fatalism, for this universe 
is a creation and a cosmos, and not the product of ac- 
cident or chance. A child can learn in five minutes 
from this verse more than all the ancient sages ‘ever 
knew. In scope it is declarative, not demonstrative; 
affirmative, not argumentative ; theological, not philo- 
sophical, The outlook of Genesis is not scientific but 
spiritual; but, in being’ spiritual it will never anywhere 
be found scientifically inaccurate. The language em- 
ployed in this. description of Creation is so elastic as to 
stretch to the most recent scientific requirements (pro- 
vided they are true), and is yet so simple as not to 
exceed the requirements of the age in which it was 
written. This we shall find to be the case in the refer- 
ences of the Bible to Cosmogony, Geology, Astronomy, 
Evolution, Anatomy, Anthropology, and Psychology, 
= of which are referred to in the first chapter of 
enesis, 


2. The Creation of Mankind (1: 26-41).—It is sup- © 


posed by many that there are here two irreconcilable ac- 
counts of this, one from an Elohistic document (chap. 
1), and one from a Jehovistic (chap, 2); but that is a 
most unnatural interpretation. These accounts are in 
no respect contradictory, but supplementary. In chap- 
ter 1 Moses gives an account of the creation of the 
race, of man the genus; but in chapter 2 he enters into 
particulars, and tells us how God made the first hu- 
man individual, the progenitor of the race. In chap- 
ter 1 is the fact of the creation of man and woman 
(v. 27), but in chapter 2 the process is revealed. In 
chapter I man comes at the end as the crown of crea- 
tion, in chapter 2 he comes at the commencement as 
the starting point of human history, 

It is important to mark the use in this chapter of 
three words: bara (created), asah (made), yatzar 
(formed). The first is used exclusively of God, the 
other two also of men. The first signifies a creation 
called into existence out of nothing, the other two mean 
to fashion out of existing material. All three occur 
with reference to man in Isaiah 43:7. Now observe 
where the word “created” occurs in the story (1:1, 
21, 27); it is just where Science is silent, and where 
the evolutionary theory breaks down. Where Darwin 
speaks of “naturalistic processes,” Moses speaks of 
Creative Activity. 

When it says, “These are the generations of the 
heavens and of the earth” (2:4), it surely implies that 
“man” partakes of both. This fact is put beyond dis- 
pute in 2:7. First that which is natural, and after- 
ward, that which is spiritual. 

One other point: “Let us make man” (v, 26).. Who? 
God and angels? (Delitzsch.) No. God and Nature? 
(Maimonides.) | No. # is a Social Unit; he is in 
Social relations v .thin himself from eternity, and is 
therefore capable of entering into social relations ex- 
ternal to himself in time. Elohim (“God,” in chap. 
1) is plural, and is intended to foreshadow the three- 
fold personality of the Godhead. 

The Homiletical Form 
I. Tue Story or Creation (1:1 to 2:3). 

1, The Creative Act (1:1). 

2. The Creation Days (1: 2-31). 

3. The Creator’s Rest (2: 1-3). 

II. THe Orictn or History (2: 4-25). 

1, The First Man (4-7). 

2. The First Home (8-15). 

3. The First Test (16, 17)._ 

4. The First Woman (18-25), 


The Topical Values 
I, Tue Orvder oF THE Days 
First—The Light. 
Second.—Air and Water. 
Third.—Land and Plants. 
Fourth—The Luminaries. 
Fifth—Fowls and Fish. 
‘Sixth—Animals and Man, 
(Observe how these are paired,—1 and 4, 2 and 5, 
3 and 6.) 


II. Tae TEACHING oF THE Days 

1. The Work of Creation (v, 1). 
Man in Innocence. 

2. Ruin of the earth (v. 2). 
Man in Sin, 

3. Day and Night (vs. 3-5). First Day. 
Man Regenerated. 

4. The Waters Divided (vs. 6-8). Second Day. 
Man Separated. 

> ae Appears (vs. 0, 10). Third Day (one- 
Man, Liberated. 





Lesson fer April 11 
Genesis 1:1 to 2: 2§ 


6, Fruit from the Earth (vs, 11-13). Third Day 
(one-half). 
Man Fruit-bearing. 
7. Sun, Moon, Stars (vs. 14-19). Fourth Day, 


. 


Man Witnessing, 
8. The Waters Inhabited (vs. 20-23). Fifth Day. 
‘ Man’s Inner Growth, 
9. The. Earth Inhabited (vs. 24-31). Sixth Day. 
Man’s Outer Growth, 
10. The Rest of Creation (2: 1-3). 
Man in Holiness. 


The Practical Aim 


“But” (2:17).—We are not free to do all we can, 
but only to do all we should. The inch beyond liberty is 
license. To obey God is to live; not to do so is to die. 
You are a moral being and not a machine, therefore 
you are responsible for your actions and choices. The 
occasion and means of your test tmay be trifling, but 
it will not be a trifle if you trifle with it. “To obey 
- better , than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams.’ 


Final Word : 

Are you Dressing and Keeping Your Garden? (2: 
15; Song of Sol. 4: 12-16). 

EpINnBuRGH, SCOTLAND. 


4 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HICH other book of the Bible begins with the same 
words as Genesis? 

2. * statement in the Bible antedates even Genesis 
ot & 

3. Using this statement, with Genesis 1:1 and 2, what 
truth concerning the personality of God appears? 

4. What apparent mistake has been made in our chapter 
division of Genesis 1 and 2? 

s. What is the relation of the second chapter of Genesis 
to the first, appearing in the text itself? 

6. How is the creation of man introduced? 

y. What was man’s duty? 

8 What is the difference in meaning between the word 
“God” in chapter one and the words “Lord God” in chap- 
ter two? 

9. What is the- significance of the use-of “Jehovah” in 
chapter two whereas it never appears in chapter one? 

10. Count the number of times each of these expressions 
occurs in the two chapters. What significance do you at- 
tach to this? (Personal.) . 

11. How do you explain John 1:3 with Genesis 1 : 2? 

12, To what doctrine is the teaching of Genesis opposed? 

13. What expressions in the creation story oppose the idea 
of evolution? 

14. What effect is produced by acceptance of the sub- 
stitutes being offered by Modernists for the Scripture ac- 
count of creation? ; 

1s. When faith in God’s Word is destroyed, even in part, 
what is the effect upon the mind and heart? 

16. What are some of the results of belief in the whole 
Bible as the Word of God? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


s : 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 


Tue Principe or CoNCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible, 


a first chapter of Genesis and the book of 
Genesis is rich in origins as its name indicates, and 
yet there is One whose origin is assumed whose rela- 
tion to these origins is such that he permeates the en- 
tire record as*he permeates his entire creation, The 
word God occurs as many times in the opening chap- 
ter as there are verses in the chapter, and the expres- 
sion “God said” is in this chapter ten times. Let the 
class note other expressions of his activity in the chap- 
ter and ponder their significance. Note also in the 
second chapter, which is part of the lesson and of 
the creation story, not only the change’ of name to 
Lord God, but the number of times of its occurrence. 
It is no longer Elohim (God) but Jehovah Elohim. 
Scofield says, “Jehovah is distinctly the redemption 
name of Deity.” The God of the creation is repre- 
sented by this added name as being in covenant rela- 
tion to those whom he has created, and it is the first 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 4.—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 

. John 20: 24 to a1 : 2§ 

2. April 11—The Story of Creation ...Genesis 1:1 to 2:25 

3. April 18—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 

4. April 25.—The Story of Cain and Abel....Genesis 4: 1-26 

s. May 2.—God’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis § : 28 to 9 : 29 

6. May 9.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14: 1-24 
7. May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 

Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 

8 May 23—Isaac and His Wells........... Genesis 26 : 12-2 

9. May 30.—Jacob at Bethel........... e+eeeGenesis 27 and 28 

10, June 6.—Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
11, June 13.—Joseph’s Fidelity..............+. Genesis 39 : 1-33 


12, June 20.—Judah’s Plea............ Genesis 44:18 to 45:15. 


13. June 27.—Review: What We Have Léarned from the 
Book of Genesis 








of the compound names of Deity to appear. (See Com- 
panion Bible.) 

It is clear that the outstanding fact of this record 
is God, the uncreated, bringing the universe and man 
into existence, making the latter in his own image and 
finding it all “very good,” while his oft-repeated. name 
of covenant relationship makes it clear that he is not 
only personal in his attributes but also that it is his 
will to stay in persona] relation to man whom he has 
created. Thus the doctrine of creation as here set 
forth is primarily a doctrine of God which opposes 
itself to athei agnosticism, deism, pantheism, as well 
as a doctrine of the divine origin of the universe op- 
posed to either spontaneous generation or the eternity 
of matter. “Through faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God.” 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Relations.—Jn. the beginning God (v. 1). Some 
uiineteen years ago I took my seat (or stand) in this 
Corner with this very lesson and this very text. I 
began at the beginning sure enough. I called attention 
in that first lesson to the fact that as a race we begin 
with God and end with God. I quoted Joseph Cook: 
“A man’s life means: tender teens, teachable twenties, 
tireless» thirties, fiery forties, forcible fifties, serious 
sixties, sacred seventies, aching eighties, shortening 
breath, the sod, God.” Did you ever try-to think back 
to the beginning of the race,—and God? A gener- 
ation is about thirty years. We have had two parents 
one generation ago. Two generations ago we had four 
grandparents. Another generation eight great grand- 
parents —and so on back. Try figuring for a little 
while in this progression. You will be amazed to find 
that no farther back than. William the Conqueror 
(A.D, 1066) you will have had in the 860 years di- 
rect individual ancestors—well, guess how many. No 
less than one billion. To be accurate, 1,073,741,824. 
Mr. Charles Sachs, the “Insurance Champion,” is the 
man who has worked it out. What does it start you 
thinking? For one thing, we do not have to go back 
to Adam or even to Noah to find we are kin. With 
a biilion* aud seventy-three million ancestors since the 
battle of Hastings, it would seem that pretty much all 
of us English and Americans are blood relations, How 
are you treating your relations? (Psa. 133:1; Rom. 
12:10.) Mark you this, there has had to be a begin- 
ning of things. You can have your idea of that be- 
ginning, and the Old Book opens with its statement. 
You take your choice. I know the professor (I was 
under him until manhood), and I know the Book. The 
Book for Willie! The professor has always passed, 
but the Old Book is still here in greater power than 
ever. As for me and my house, we will hold to what 
God says and laugh at classroom science! 


Sons of God.—God created man in his own image 
.. + male and female created. he them (v. 27), And 
this is all anybody knows about it. Anything else is 
only “an hypothesis,” which is the highbrow way of 
saying “a guess.” For day after day, some years ago, 
I attended a series of lectures at Pennsylvania Uni- 
versity by Dr, Hilprecht on Nippur. He had un- 
covered city under city reaching back millenniums. how 
many he had not been able to determine at the time of 
his lectures. And by the way, the late Dr. Clay, of Yale, 
was his assistant in these lectures. In the lowermost 
city of all he discovered a sewer system, “Which,” 
said the lecturer, “is only equaled by that of one other 
city in the world” (Paris). He showed us photographs 
on the screen of some of this very ancient sewer sys- 
tem. Also some photos of bronze deer, “which cannot 





Under the title, ‘‘ Genesis and Yourself,” a selection ffom 
Charles Gallaudet Tritmbull’s book, ‘‘ Messages for the 
Morning Watch,’’ will be found on page 188 of this issue 
of The Sunday School Times. It presents a devotional side- 
light on the International Uniform Lesson here treated, 
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be surpassed by any modern sculptor.” So you see, 
professor, old fellow, your “cave men” who occupied 
these oldest Nippur palaces, way, ways back beyond the 
dawn of history, seem to have had their “modern 
conveniences” as well as the rest of us. For of what 
use'would a sewage system be if there were no sew- 
age to be disposed of? And they apparently were 
refined and artistic if they modeled in bronze, First 
thing anybody knows they will be digging up auto- 
mobiles, phonographs, flying machines, and dear knows 
what! I am of those who like to think my 
way back -to Noah, and then on back to Adam— 
and God. Oh, yes, I know what I’m talking about. 
For four years I was a student of Dr, Joseph Leidy, 
the greatest naturalist of his day. I know all the evo- 
lution stuff, It gets you nowhere. The first chapter 
of Genesis is good enough for me and satisfies my mind 
y answering all my questions’ If it pleases you to 
think a Shakespeare and an Edison and you had a be- 
ginning in a bug— why, go to it and be happy! I’m 
a son of God (John 1:12; 1 John 3:2). 


The Rulers.—God blessed them: and God said... 
have dominion over ... every living thing upon the 
earth (v, 28). If you do not believe God spake truly, 
you have never been ‘to a first class trained animal 
show. As I came along the street one day my atten- 
tion was arrested by a man with a lot of big micro- 
scopes Onea table in front of a vacant store. You paid 
your money and witnessed an exhibition of trained fleas. 
The performers being so small you had to use the 
microscope. The other. day Lyman Howe showed on 
the screen some common flies, the kind you swat every 
summer, lying on their backs and juggling with their 
feet pith balls and other objects. “Over every living 
thing,” sure enough. There is nothing so conclusively 
demonstrative that man came full-fledged from the 
hand of God and is filled with the divine than just 
this very dominion over things upon the earth. Not 
only over the living things, as the Hagedorns with 
their animals and the Burbanks with their plants, but 
over other things as well, Every day men made in 
his image are doing the marvelous things. Indeed, so 
frequently do they come that we have lost the power 
of being astonished. We lay a man on a table and this 
mysterious thing we call electricity enables us to see 
what is inside of him— “turns him inside out” in a 
very real and material sense. Even radio has now 
come to be commonplace. Before this is printed dear 
knows what other great things the God-made man will 
be doing. As has been stated before, Edison and Stein- 
metz, the world’s greatest “wizards” have said, “We 
have only just touched the edges of discovery.” Yes, 
the first chapter of Genesis is good enough: for the 
most of us—but we will still have our three square 
meals a day and enjoy life if you prefer to line your- 
self up with the “guessers.” 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readérs are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
pci hg and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet cxptpining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


God’s Timepiece.—In the beginning God created 
(Golden Text). There was once a watch that was 
twelve years in the making. It was a wonderful piece 
of mechanism, the size of a Mexican quarter and a 
fourth of an inch in thickness. The metals were so 
amalgamated that it was not affected by the state of 
the atmosphere. Every pivot was set on a diamond. It 
ran tweive months and only varied three seconds. 
However, God’s great timepiece by which he set the 
sun, moon, and stars has run without a second’s varia- 
tion for the thousands of years since the Almighty fiat 
went forth-——From the Illustrator. Sent by William 
D. Combs, Oneida, N. Y. 

Creation and New Creation.—God created the 
heavens and the earth (Golden Text). Seven stages 
of creation, illustrative stages in the new creation: 
chaos, brooding of the Spirit, light, life, growth, fruit, 
rest.—From D, L. Moody. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 

Costlier to Redeem than to Create.—IJn the begin- 
ning God created the heavens and the earth (Golden 
Text). God first came down to create, then to save. 
To create, God had only to speak; to redeem, he had 
to suffer. He made man by his breath; he saved him 
by his blood—From D. L. Moody. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 

Moving the Center.—Jn the beginning God (Golden 
Text). Lyell Rader tells how his children experi- 
mented with a Victrola record. They bored a hole a 
little distance from the center, then put it on the Vic- 
trola, making it revolve from this new point, and tried 
to “play” it. The sound was indescribable! All har- 
mony was gone. That is what many so-called scien- 
tists are doing with the Bible. Taken from its tmspired 
center, it revolves around their ideas and speculations. Is 
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it any wonder that to them it is inhar- 
monious and full of error?—Sent by 
Helen E, Patterson, Lima, Ohio. 


God’s Prodigality.— And God made two 
great lights (v. 16). I have often won- 
dered what an inconceivably small fraction 
of the sunshine ever reaches our little 
world. I raised the question when talk- 
ing to a young lady who was a Bachelor 
of Science. “Oh, yes,” she said, “I have 
the exact figures in a notebook. If you 
will excuse me I will get it.” So she got 
the notebook. “What do you suppose the 
fraction is? Do you suppose we get a 
thousandth part?” “Oh, no, less than 
that.” ' “Well, do we get a millionth 
part?” My friends, you would have to 
divide one million by 273, and then you 
would find the infinitesimal fraction that 
comes to this little world of ours. Where 
does all the rest go? It streams out into 
space. I suggest that God is not “hard 
up” for sunshine! When we are dealing 
with God we have to enlarge gur scanty 
thought.— From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by W. Haslam, Black- 
burn, Lancashire, Eng. 


If More Than One Creator !—And God 
created man in his own image (v. 27). A 
Japanese evangelist once said to a group 
of his countrymen : “Today [attended a 
surgical clinic, and saw the foreign 
teacher preparing to remove a cataract 
from the eye of an old lady. I wondered 
thus to myself, ‘Suppose now we Chris- 
tians are mistaken, and that, instead of 
one God, there are many gods and that 
the one who made the American did not 
consult with the one who made the Jap- 
anese, and as a result there is a differ- 
ence in the minute anatomy of the eye, 
and so this operation proves a failure.’ 
But no such thoughts seemed to disturb 
the doctor. He cut into the eye in con- 
fidence, took out the cataract, and the 
patient could see. Truly there is but one 
God, the Creator of us all.”"—From the 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Mary 
E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. Prise illus- 
tration. 


Even the Legs of a Fly.—And God 
saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good (v. 31). 
party stood on Matterhorn admiring the 
sublimity of the scene, when a “gentleman 
produced a microscope, and having caught 
a fly, placed it under the glass. He re- 
minded us that the legs of the house-fly 
in America were naked, then called at- 
tention to the legs of this little fly which 
were thickly covered with hair, thus show- 
ing that the same God who made the lofty 
Swiss mountains attended to the comfort 
of the tiniest of his creatures, even pro- 
viding socks and mitts for the little fly 
whose home these mountains were.—From 
the Hill Christian. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 

- 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, we 
stand in amazement today, as we take upon 
our lips thy name. We wonder at thy power, 
and thy eternal goodness, and the provision 
that thou hast made for thy creation through 
endless ages. We rejoice that thou hast made 
man, because we are thereby privileged to 
know thee, and to know something of what 
thou hast done for man, and what thou dost 
purpose for him in the ages to come. Lift us, 
we pray thee, today out of the little round 
of our narrow thinking, and lead us out into 
the great thoughts that gather about the 
record of thy creative work. We lift up our 
hearts to thee today in humble gratitude 
for all thy numberless mercies, and for the 
redemption that thou hast provided from the 
very beginning of man’s need. In the name 
of the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The book of be- 
ginnings begins with God. The creation 
begins with God. There is a tremendous 
sweep in these few verses of Genesis, 
covering immeasurable time, and _ point- 
ing always up and back to God. But men 
forget him so often! They just count him 
out, and think very little about 
Their eyes are fixed upon the walls of 
the house, and the view down the street, 
and the books they are reading, and the 


housework, and the school work, and the 
work in the office. God? Well, yes, of 
course, there is a God,—but what of 
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him? So a great many folks just live 
within the circle of the things they see 
right around them, and do not take much 
account of God. It will do us all good 
if we will read that first verse of Gene- 
sis, and stop every now and then, just 
after the word “God.” “In the beginning 
God...” Yes, in the dawn of the crea- 
tion, and in the dawn of the new day 
that he gave ‘us this very day. Are you 
counting God first in your day, every day? 
Does your heart turn toward him ir the 
morning, and gratefully again in the eve- 
ning, and all throughout the day? Oh, 
let us put him into every beginning of 
everything! Let us pray, 





IN'THE BEGINNING 


GOD 


we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, holy, holy.” 

“Rock of Ages.” 

“All hail the power.” 

“Holy is the Lord.” 

“Jehovah sits enthroned.” 

“Majestic sweetness sits enthroned.” 
“Blessed be the name.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers. in 











ar- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible: Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United a Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“How Great Thy Name” (13 : 1-3). 
Psalm 8 : 1-9. 
“The Heavens Declare the Glory of God” 


(35 : 1-3). Psalm 19 : 1-6. 
“Over All God Reigns” (300 : 1-3). 
Psalm 146 : I-10. 
“Tell of His Glory” (305 :1, 2). 


Psalm 148 : 1-14. 
i* 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Hear what the Bible has to say. 
_ 2 What does it say to you? 


T A recent denominational convention 

of young people, in one of the group 
conferences — the one on religion and sci- 
ence—the following scene occurred. Of 
course, the inevitable question arose, “Can 
one believe in evolution and still believe 
the Bible?” The presiding minister as- 








sérted one could, that he believed: his own 
children were, and so on. Still another 
minister arose to strengthen this position, 
advising the young people, eagerly listen- 
ing, “to doubt your doubts, believe: your 
beliefs, and hold on to your Bible, and 
all will be well with you and your faith.” 
Then a very young girl stood and in clear- 
cut sentences made this plea (to the min- 
isters of- her own faith!): “I may not 
have as big a brain as some others to 
take in both evolution and the Bible, but 
I just want to ask you ministers and 
leaders, please, give us some teachers who 
don’t try to ram ,evolution down our 
throats! Give us a chance to think and 
see what the Bible has to say, for our- 
selves. All my teachers have tried to 
get me to believe in evolution. Not one 
has just tried to teach me what the Bible 
says, and then let me think it out for my- 


Teachers of girls, isn’t that just our 
biggest task and wonderful opportunity 
with these lessons in Genesis, at this time? 
Let us ourselves see as clearly and ex- 
actly as possible just what the Bible itself 
does say, rather than trying to hear what 
all the world is clamoring about it just 
now. And then let us try to help our 
girls find just what is in the Word — and 
think for themselves over it. 

What does this first section of Genesis 
have to say as to God’s creation of all 
things? You will find one clear guide- 
line i in the three uses of that exact word, 

“creation” (the original act of producing 
something that was not there before, “out 
of nothing’), in 1:1, 1:21, and 1:27— 
and these are the only times that word.-is 
used in this inspired record of the begin- 
nings of all things. They mark the crea- 
tion of (1) physical matter, (2) animal 
life, (3) human life. The “making” of 
different forms of matter and life, be- 
tween these three creations, were, as they 
are still, in accord with God’s laws of 
change and progress, each “after his kind.” 
Note that all inanimate matter is included 
in that initial statement (1:1), so the 
“making” —to appear in final definite 
form—of the dry land, separate oceans, 
sun, moon, stars, are not first, but sec- 
ond stages in their creation. 

2. These are but the beginnings of what 
this majestic first chapter of Genesis has 
to say, but your time (like mine) will 
compel the exclusion of other such find- 
ings, so that your girls may think of this 
question: “What does this section of the 
Bible say to you? Do you find God here, 
or mere ‘Force’—cells, germs, heat, mo- 
tion? What kind of God is revealed here? 
Is he the personal God whom Jesus called 
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‘Father’ ?”. (THink into chapter two for 
that answer:) 
‘Home Study 


Set down, in opposite, parallel columns, 
the exact acts -of creation “week,” by 
“days,” and note the relation of “day” one 
to “day” four, two to five, three.to six. 
Bring results to class Sunday. 

Decatur,' Ga. 


Say, -Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Beginning.” 

Discussion: Let this bring out the 
fruits of belief in God’s Word. There is 
nothing more convincing. “Ye shall know 
them by their fruits.” 

Objective: Learning by doing (John 
7:17). 











AY, fellows, whatever is done must 

have a beginning. Whatever is done 
right must begin right, Maybe you will 
think of something which was finally done 
right, after beginning wrong; but its 
wrong beginning was not its real be- 
ginning, for then it was error and head- 
ing toward failure. It was only when 
the process was corrected that the real 
beginning was effected. 

The Bible is the most wonderful Book 
in all the world. It has proved to be in- 
destructible, though earth’s most powerful 
forces have tried for ages to crush it and 
stamp it out. It actually thrives on such 
opposition, and its marvelous light glows 
the brighter when the fiercest attacks of 
its enemies are made upon it. The Bible 
is the greatest success in all literature. It 
is today 'the world’s best seller and will 
doubtless increase its hold upon the 
world’s thought as time goes on. It is 
the only book that meets all the world’s 
need. It. meets every need of the indi- 
vidual, and meets these needs at all times 
in all ages. 

The Bible begins right. It begins “in 
the beginning,” with God. It ascribes to 
God his rightful creatorship and owner- 
ship of the universe. It acknowledges 
him the Author of his own record of 
his own doings. And, fellows, the only 
safe and sane way for you and me to be- 
gin is where the Bible begins — with God 
— “in the beginning.” No man has got- 
ten anywhere, but into trouble and doubt 
and confusion, who tried to. make another 
beginning —a beginning aside and differ- 
-mt_ from the beginning God sets forth in 
his Word. The Devil is the author of 
confusion. His one aim is to overthrow 
God’s kingdom. Since that kingdom ex- 
ists in the hearts of believers, the Devil’s 
cleverest assault is upon their faith in the 
Record. If the Devil can sow the seed 
of unbelief in the Record, he has demol- 
ished a stronghold. After that is accom- 
plished he can bring forward a thousand 
devices which are only effective after 
doubt about the Record has been intro- 
duced. The Devil has been at this same 
thing since the beginning. He started it 
in the Garden of Eden when he made Eve 
discount God's proclamation by telling 
her, “Ye shall not surely die.” 

Oh, fellows, let’s begin right; let’s be- 
gin in the beginning of our thinking and 
of our believing with God — in his begin- 
ning, even as he has recorded it in his 
Word. This is vital. Once we begin by 
doubt, one by one all the great cardinal 
principles of life and death and creation 
and Spirit and truth fall — the anchor line 
breaks, and we are left like a rudderless 
ship upon a troubled sea. I know some 
young fellows who were happy in their 
faith in God which they -had gotten at 
home where God’s Word was believed and 
honored. But they went to college and 
fell under the influence of godless pro- 
fessors, used of the Devil to unseat -the 
students’ faith. They discredited God’s 
Record and gave their hapless victims 
nothing else to take the place of that Rec- 
ord but a vague reference to a “primary 
cause” or a “cosmic force,” which had no 
meaning — no “power — no Spirit. No, 
fellows, give me my Bible just as it is — 
just as God provided it for me — just as 
it was for my dear mother who lived a 
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Lesson for. April 11 
Genesis 131 to 2:25 


wonderfully joyous Christian life and died 
a victorious death. _That’s good enough 
for me, and God -forbid that -we -shall 
ever be so foolish as to accept in its 
place the shams which are being offered 
as substitutes. 

Fellows, it is a vital thing right now 
in your life. Get on your knees and ask 
God himself to guide your thinking and 
help form your conclusions. | 

That’s the only wise Beginning. 

Greenssono, N. C, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET us have each child in the class 

repeat the memory verse: “In the be- 
ginning God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Gen, 1:1), and take it. for a 
framework on which to build the lesson. 
We need not try to tell when “in the be- 
ginning” was, so far as dates are con- 
cerned, but we can say with absolute 
safety that before there was a world, or 
anything that we can see, there was God. 
Guarding against all irreverence, we may 
let the children talk a little while about 
God. God is love. God hates sin. God 
has all power. God made all things. 

We learned in our lessons in the Gos- 
pel of John that the Son of God, our 
Saviour, was with God in the beginning 
when he made .all things. The Holy 
Spirit also moved on the face of the 
waters. So we have a simple, easy lesson 
in the Trinity —the entire Godhead pres- 
ent at the creation. 

God created the heavens and the earth. 
We may let each child tell what he can 
make. ‘Some of them may notice that 
before we can e anything, we must 
have material out of which to make it. 
No one has ever been able to create a 
grain of sand, a single blade of grass, or 
a tiny little bug. Yet God created all 
the heavens with all the numberless stars, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The Story of ean 
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the beautiful moon, and the great sun 
which gives light and heat to the earth. 
He created the earth with its high moun- 
tains and its great rivers. He made the 
little flowers and ferns, the wholesome 
vegetables and fruits, and the beautifui 
shade trees, all to grow out of the earth. 
He put all kinds of fishes in the rivers 
and in the great seas, and he made many 
beautiful birds to fly about and sing, and 
great numbers of interesting animals, Ali 
these things are the handiwork of God. 

And when he had finished making these 
things, he saw that they were good. In 
fact, we may believe that everything was 
more beautiful before sin entered the 
world. 

After God had made the world and all 
these interesting creatures, he said, “Let 
us € man in our image ... and let 
them have dominion over all the earth.” 
Then he made a man and woman who 
could talk to him, and enter into his 
plans, and look after the world kingdom 
for him. These first people were perfect 
in their bodies and Godlike in their, think- 
ing and loving, and God made them rulers 
over all the earth creatures. 

Now God had finished all his work 
and was satisfied, for when he looked at 
everything that he had made, behold, it 
“was very good.” 
the glory of God; and the firmament 
showeth his handiwork. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of April 4) 


1. In the evening of the first day. 
2. Thomas. 
3. Peter, 


4. John names or identifies twelve witnesses 
of the living, resurrected Lord: Mary of Mag- 
dala and the eleven apostles; Peter, John, 
Thomas, Nathanael, and James by name, the 
others in a group. He clearly indicates that 
Mary was one of a group (she reported that 
“we know not where they have laid him’) 
who found the tomb empty, but not that the 
other women saw the Lord himself. 


s. They saw him walking, heard him talk- 
ing, calling them by their names, and speak- 
ing of the old familiar themes of which they 
had talked together so often; he directed a 
miraculous catch of fish for a group of seven 
of them (fish that were counted, and then and 
there, in part, cooked and eaten), prepared 
and served them a hot breakfast on the lake- 
shore, and proved by his keen observation 
with them that his memory was identical with 
theirs upon things that had happened before 
his death. They recognized his personality 
and his body, though the latter had powers 
before unknown to them. They saw the very 
scars of his death, on that body. 


6. There is not one. Though slow to be- 
lieve, and requiring repeated proofs in one 
case at least, they all knew that this Jesus 
was one and the same as he whom they had 
known and loved through the three years of 
his public ministry. 

7. There is none recorded in John’s Gospel, 
but in other Scriptures, we read of his 
mother and at least two brothers, James and 
Jude, who were among his fast followers, be- 
lieving -in his resurrection and fully accept- 
ing his deity. Indeed his brotheys did not ac- 
cept this truth until after his resurrection. 


8. John tells of Jesus’ saying, on that first 
appearance to the ten, “Receive ye the Holy 
Spirit,” of whom he had spoken so plainly and 
repeatedly on that night before his death, 
whereas Mark does not mention the Spirit at 
all (in this connection) and Matthew and 
Luke only in connection with the last com- 
mand of the Lord’s. Was this another “sign” 
that they might. believe who read John’s 
story? 


9. None. Their belief* was resting upon 
what they had seen; and some of them had 
been rebuked of the Lord for lack .of faith. 
Thomas had not seen, but believed when he 
did. - 

10. In addition to the prophecies he now 
had the word of his fellow-disciples as to 
what they themselves had witnessed. 

11. Personal. 


12. It is not credulity, but based upon the 
testimony of witnesses we accept as reliable. 
This is but reasonable, as the occurrences of 
every day testify. 

13. From “nothing” to a multitude of fish; 
from failure to success; from hunger to a 
satisfying meal; from hopelessness to a glo- 
rious task; from night to day. 


+ mee cep pate alates asaenaamaminde vom 


“The heavens declare. 





14. Seven (see v. 2). . 

15. That Peter might confess his love as 
many times as he had denied his Lord. 

16. The contrast between his cowardly de- 
nial and the courageous death he would be 
willing to die. 





Children at Home 





Nature Adventures in a City 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


VERYWHERE the Wild-Folk mes- 
sage us. Even through the smoke of 
the city we can glimpse them and hear 
their call above the din of our work. It 
is only our unseeing eyes and stopped ears 
which keep us from recognizing them. 
One evening I was walking along a 
Philadelphia pavement bordering a. row 
of poplars whose green leaves were just 
beginning to be flecked with the gold of 
the first frosts: Westering down the sky 
sank a crescent new moon with blazing 
Jupiter pursuing close after. Suddenly 
from the end of the street came a little 
wailing call, the last, loveliest, and sad- 
dest bird-song of any day. I stopped and 
answered it twice and three times. Then 
it ceased and as I watched a black form 
on silent; muffled wings circled just over 
my head.and alighted on a limb so close 
that I could see the erect ear-tufts of a 
little screech-owl, who with a number of 


-his kin had moved to the city where he 


lives for the most part on English spar- 
rows. 

One October night I stayed late at my 
office. Turning out the lights just before 
I left, I leaned far out of the open win- 
dow to look up at the stars. Hundreds 
of feet below me the unsleeping city rum- 
bled and clanked and clanged. Above the 
clamor, above the skyscrapers, above the 
clouds down through the starshine drifted 
far-away bird-notes. “Chink, chink, 
chink,” they dropped like silver coins 
through the still air, and I knew that a 
band of bobolinks. were passing overhead 
on their way south to become rice-birds. 
The lilt of their bubbling spring song, 
which always makes me think of trout 
brooks, was gone, along with the velvet 
black and cream white of their plumage, 
but they were the same brave, beautiful 
birds which I look for every spring. After 
they had passed I heard a fainter, “tseep, 
tseep,” and I recognized the flight-notes 
of the black-poll warblers heartening each 
other through the dark on their long jour- 
ney to Brazil. 

It was on October 9, 1915, that I first 
realized what waves of rare birds s 
over Philadelphia every fall. The night 
before a heavy fog had hung over the city 
and the lights on the statue of William 
‘Penn had lured hundreds of little birds 
to their death. Some dashed themselves 
against the stones, others fluttered around 
the lights like moths around a candle un- 
til they sank exhausted to the ground be- 
low. The next morning on a tiny grass- 
plot in the midst of the courtyard of the 
City Hall, was a group of warblers, hop- 
ping about like English sparrows. The 
two rarest were a bay-breasted warbler, 
all black, white and _ chestnut-brown, 
whose rare nest I was afterward to 
find in the depths of New Brunswick, 
and a Cafe May warbler with his sun- 
shine-yellow underparts streaked with 
black, and his orange-brown eye-patch, 
and black crown. 

A thousand times and more I had 
passed by the southwest corner of Thir- 
teenth and Locust Streets in the center 
of Philadelphia. On the thousandth and 
first time, which happened to be in the 
spring, I saw a tree entirely surrounded 
by pavements, yet towering above the 
tops of the houses and all feathery green 
with tiny soft needles. It took me some 
time to find that it was a bald cypress, a 
southern tree which, like our northern 
tamarack, sheds its needles with the com- 
ing of frost and stands apparently gaunt 
and dead all winter. That day, although 
hemmed in by brick walls and stone curbs, 
that strange tree in the heart of the city 
harked back to the days when Thirteenth 
Street was a cowpath and the cyrress was 
a part of some long-gone garden. I often 
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wonder who the forgotten tree-lover was 
who planted it. 

One afternoon in late March through an 
open window a mourning-cloak butterfly 
flew into my inner office and alighted on 
my desk. he mourning-cloak has long 
been one of my especial friends. Vanessa 
antiopa is his official name, and he wears 
a wine-red cloak bordered by a line of 
bright blue spots set in black velvet and 
edged with cream and lavendar. Hiber- 
nating through the winter he is always 
the first butterfly up at the dawn of the 
year, 

The Japanese believe that a butterfly 
which comes into one’s room is a mes- 
senger from some friend who has passed 
beyond. That one, however, was a rea 
butterfly who had flown across hyla- 
haunted meadows and woods all rose and 
green and gold with opening leaves to 
tell me that spring had come and was 
waiting. 

Haverrorp, Pa. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great. Commission Prayer League 


. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “‘them that are His.’’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's Fes. and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


Unethical! 


ONE of the last public utterances of 
XY the late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas 
is well worthy of being treasured up in 
the mind and heart of the Church every- 
where: “The spirituality that is unethical 
is worthless.” 

Would that these words could be em- 
blazoned on the walls of every church 
in the land, especially of every church 
teaching or professing a high standard of 
spirituality! Grace is not unethical. 

ist was not an idolater, or blasphemer, 
or liar, or murderer, or adulterer, or law- 
despiser, He was not immoral at any 
point. Neither is he who is in Christ, if 
he is truly walking in the Spirit and not in 
the flesh. There is a subtle spiritual las- 
Civiousness, a making void the laws of 
God, abroad: in the church to-day that 
is doing infinite harm, and that may be 
responsible for some of the wide-spread 
lawlessness that so characterizes this pres- 
ent evil age. As was said last week, so 
let it be said again: Is it not time that 
judgment were beginning at the house of 
God? Let us pray about this. 


April 5 to 11 
Mon.—Genesis 1:13, 26-31. 
The Story of Creation. 

Some one has said: “Genesis 1, God; 
Genesis 2, man; Genesis 3, sin.” And an- 
other (G. Campbell Morgan): “Genesis 
1 and 2, generation; Genesis 3 to 11, de- 
generation; Genesis 12 to 50, regenera- 
tion.” Construction, destruction, recon- 
struction. Back of the first, God; back 
of the second, Satan; back of the®third, 
God in Christ, gloriously triumphant. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
entire Sunday-school world may profit 
greatly from the study of these twelve 
lessons m Genesis beginning this week. 
Let us pray against every imfluence that 
would throw doubt on the divine origin 
authority, and infallibility of the Word 
of God. 
Tues—John 1:1-19. Christ in Creation. 

“Let us make man” (Gen. 1:26). The 
three persons of the Trinity were present 
in creation. “The Word was with God, 
and the Word was God... . All things 
were made by him” (vs. 1, 3). The al 
solute deity of Christ is thus emphatically 
declared. And yet, alas, “how slow of 
heart” many of God’s children are to be- 
lieve! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
eighth annual convention of the Christian 
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Great Spiritual Revival 
in Russia! 


All-Russian Union of Evangelical Christians 
is spreading the 
4000 Congregations, two million members and 
herents; mass conversions. 
Great Need of Bibles yw New Testaments 
Great Need of Song Books 
Great Need of pF ie at 
Great Need of Missionary Support 
President of All-Russian Evangelical Chris- 
tian Union sent to America to raise fund of 
$100,000. The days of his sailing for Russia 
are approaching. 
WILL YOU HELP RUSSIA NOW? 
Send your gifts to this address :— 
Rev. I. S. PROKHANOFF 


In care of Russia Evangelization Society 





held in Masse 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 








Fundamentals Association, which is to be 
Hall and Jarvis Street 
Baptist Church, Toronto, May 9 to 16. 
Pray for all state and local fundamentals 
associations. Pray that defensive and of- 
fensive utterances may be only “in love.” 
Wed.—Psalm 19 : 1-6. 

Nature Acknowledges the Creator. 

‘Science now tells us that instead of 
there being millions of stars in our uni- 
verse, there are millions of galarics. Our 
own sun, even our entire solar system, 
constitutes but the tiniest speck in the 
illimitable universe of God, Infinitely be- 
yond human comprehension is the creative 
might and the upholding power of God, 
“even our God.” 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Continue remem- 
bering Wheaton College (Wheaton, [Il.) 
in earnest prayer, especially bearing up to 
God Acting President J, W. Welsh. Pray 
that all Wheaton’s old friends may remain 
loyal, and that thousands of. new friends 
may ‘rally to the support of this spiritual 
and intellectual citadel of the faith, 
Thurs.—Revelation 21 : 1-8. 

The Renewed Earth. 


Think of all the tears shed by humanity 
in a single day, all the deaths, all the sor- 
row and crying and pain. Then multiply 
all these (the results of sin) by 365, and 
this again by millenniums! Now read 
once more verse 4, remembering that when 
sin shall have “passed away,” all that goes 
with it will be done forever. 


Prayer Svuacestions: Pray for a 
spiritually spontaneous rallying of all the 
forces of righteousness throughout the 
length and breadth of the land against 
every form of darkness; against sin, and 
crime, and corruption, and lawlessness, 
whether individual or corporate. Even 
now the “tramp, tramp, tramp” of an on- 
coming mighty army is distinctly audible, 
Pray! : 

Fri.—Ephesians 4 : 17-24, 
A New Creature in Christ. 


Out of “the blindness of their heart’ (v. 
18) grows all that characterizes the old 
creature: “ignorance,” “vanity of mind,” 
“darkened understanding,” “past feeling,” 
“lasciviousness,” greedily working “all un- 
cleanness.” Therefore what a change 
when the heart is changed, when the re- 
newal is “in the spirit of your mind” .(v. 
23). Regeneration begins within. 

PraYER SuccEstions: From a letter: 
“Please ask the readers of The Sunday 
School Times to pray for me, I have 
been struggling for the victory over sin 
for some time, and am failing. Also am 
held in the bonds of fear, making me very 
despondent.” There are many such, Pray 
that each may cease from self-struggling 
and “give God a chance.” 


Sat.—Matthew 5 : 38-48. A New Social Order, 


Under the old social order, hatred of 
enemies, malediction, revenge, imprecation 
(as voiced in certain Psalms); under the 
new order, love, benediction, doing good, 
intercession, Under which order are you? 
“I don’t wish my enemies any harm. * No, 
but are you doing them positive good: ? If 
not, dear reader, you are not yet im the 
new order, 


PrayER SuGGestTions: Pray for ALL 
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who feel their need of prayer: the be- 
reaved, the discouraged, the lonely, the 
disappointed, the baffled, the misunder- 


stood, the spurned, the sick, the aged, the 


dying. Pray for all prisoners, all hospital 
sufferers, all .sanitoriwm and asylum in- 
mates. Pray for all widows and orphans. 


Sun.—Psalm 33:1-9. Praise to the Creator. 


Even now, notwithstanding creation’s 
groaning because of sin (Rom. 8: 22), 
“the earth is full of the goodness of the 
Lord” (v. 5). His praise is everywhere 
in nature. What then will it be when sin 
has been completely eradicated and the 
curse forever removed? ~ That day is in- 
deed coming when “there shall be no 
more curse’! (Rev, 22:3.) O glorious 
day ! 

Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for all 
God’s servants everywhere, especially for 
those who today are privileged to stand 
“between the living and the dead.” Pray 
for every pastor, every Sunday-school 
teacher, every personal and public witness 
of the power of Christ to save and to 
keep. Pray for all Christian ministries 
in your own community. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 18. How Do People Either Build or 
Undermine the Sabbath? Rev. 1: 9-81; 
Mark 2 : 23-28; 3: 1-6. . 

April 25. How Can We Help to Make Our 
Cities Christian? Matt. 11 : 20-24, 28-30. 
(Missionary meeting.) 

May 2. The Ten Most Important Kinds of 
Work: How Make Them Christian? Exod. 
20:9; 2 Thess. 3 : 6-13. (Consecration 
meeting.) 

May 9. How to Build Happy Homes. Eph. 
6:1-10. (Mothers’ Day.) 


Sunday, April 11 


How Can We Show Our Christian Love? 
(1 Cor. 13 : 1-13; Matt. 25 : 40) 








Mon.—By forgiving (Matt. 6:14, 15). 
Tues.—By forbearing (Col. 3 : 12-17). 
Wed.—By serving (John 13 : 1-15). 
Thurs.—By patience (Luke 22 : 31-34, 54-62). 
Fri.—By unselfishness (Rom. 9: 1-5). 
Sat.—By sacrifice (John 15 : 12-16). 











How did Jesus show unselfishness? 
What opportunities have we to be kind? 
How may we cultivate the spirit of service? 


R. MOFFAT, the well-known South 
African missionary, tells of a shep- 
herd lad who had been converted by read- 
ing the New Testament. He had been 
very wayward, but a complete change 
had come into his life, and he was quite 
a new boy. One day, in much distress, 
he came to Dr, Moffat to tell him that 
their big watch-dog had gotten hold of 
the Bible and had torn a page out of 
it. He was assured that another Testa- 
ment would be gotten for him, but he did 
not seem to be at all comforted. “Think 
of the dog,” he said. Dr. Moffat laughed 
and said, “If your dog can crunch an 
ox bone, he is not going to be hurt by 
a bit of paper.”” “Oh, Pappa Moffat,” 
cried the boy, “I was once a bad boy. If 
I had an enemy I hated him, and every- 
thing in me wanted to kill Aim. Then 
I got the New .Testament in my heart, 
and began to love everybody and to for- 
give my enemies. Now the dog has got 
the blessed Book in him, and will love 
the lions and the tigers, and let them 
help themselves to the sheep and oxen.” 
Practical application of the boy con- 
ftains truth, for when God’s Word really 
becomes a part of the life, and the iiv- 
ing Word himself comes into the hearts 
of those who feed upon the Book, truly 
as great a miracle happens as the boy in 
his simple faith expected would happen 
to the dog. Then it is that we can truly 
love our enemies and the unlovely and 
the unlovable.. What, humanly speaking, 
is impossible, God makes a blessed reality, 
if we will give his Word and his Son free 
course in our lives, 


$y 
The Lord Jesus Christ set the great ex- 
ample of unselfish love, for “while we 





were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rem, 5:8). While we were yet his 
enemies and estranged from God, he 
“made himself_of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2: 
7, 8). Of his own disciples it ig written 
that, “having loved his own which were 
in the world, he loved them unto the end” 
(John 13:1), and through the prophet 
Jeremiah the Holy Spirit writes, “I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love” (Jer. 
31:3). « 


Nothing short of the great love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the standard set for 
the Christian’s love. To his disciples 
of old and to his followers today the Lord 
Jesus Christ has said, “This is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another, as 
I have loved you” (John 15:12). His 
love is our standard, and so in the thir- 
teenth chapter of First Corinthians, Paul 
gives the picture of the ideak love, the 
love of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. 

No man, éf himself, ever attained that 
standard. Humanly speaking it is hope- 
lessly impossible for us to love one an- 
other in the manner that the Holy Spirit 
has set down in that great love chapter. 
But it is. also blessedly true that the Lord 
Jesus Christ did and can love_in just 
that way, and he is willing to put that 
love, yes even more than -that, to put his 
very self into our lives if we will only 

open the door and let him come in in his 
fulness, we 


If_we are willing to give ourselves to 
the Lord Jesus Christ in full surrender 
and to make him Lord in every part of 
our lives, we will not have to seek for 
opportunities for showing our Christian 
love. His love will so radiate that it 
cannot be concealed. His love will- so 
pour out upon every one we meet, that 
there will be no opportunity slip by over- 
looked or unnoticed. And notice from 
this love chapter that the love goes far 
deeper than merely the outward demon- 
stration, it is in the very depths of our 


‘motives, and the very center of our life. 


This is the way true love always operates. 
It first becomes real in the center of the 
life, and then works out through the life 
to the outward demonstration. Anything 
short of this is hypocrisy. 


How then may we cultivate such a 
pres Notice first of all how we acquire 
In the twelfth chapter of First Cor- 
tisiens Paul is speaking of the spirituai 
gifts, and he closes with the words, “But 
covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet 
show I unto you a more excellent way.’ 
Then follows his description of what love 
is, and what itis not. Again in Galatians 5: 
22, 23 Paul tells, “The fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance.” A well-known Bible teacher has 
said that this verse should be written, 


“The fruit of the Spirit is love (joy, 


peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance),” since all 
of these attributes are wrapped up in and 
are part of love. 

In any event we see that love is the 
fruit of the Spirit. It is the result of the 
working of the Holy Spirit in the life. 
The only way then that we may | cultivate 
the love of Christ in our hearts is by let- 
ting his Holy Spirit have unhindered way 
with us. by not resisting his admonitions 
and leadings, by not doing those things 
that would grieve him,- by seeking his 
counse! and wisdom in all of the details 
of our lives. In his hands only can we 
be molded into the image of our Lord and 
Master, and under his guidance and mas- 
tery-only can the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be worked out in our lives in such 
fulness that others may see our bord in 


us. 
pe 
Am TI showing forth the love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 


What is the mainspring of my service for 
others? Is it’ the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, or is it a sense of duty, or of pity? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Hotel Ansonia 


Broadway, 73rd to 74th Streets 
NEW YORK CITY 


12 minutes from Penna. & Grand Central Stations 
5 minutes to Shopping District 


1260 ROOMS 


(All Outside) 
New York's most complete hotel. Everything for 


convenience of our guests. 


TWO RESTAURANTS. 
Open from 6.30 A. M. until midnight 


MUSIC 2 RADIO ORCHESTRAS 
LADIES’ TURKISH BATH 
BEAUTY PARLOR DRUG STORE 
BARBER SHOP STOCK BROKERS’ OFFICE 
All in the Ansonia Hotel 
TRANSIENT RATES 

300 Rooms and Bath. ... . $3.50 perday, 
Cee occ wieiak tak 6.00 per day 
Parlor Bedroom & Bath (2 persons) 7.00 per day 


Special Weekly and Monthly Rates 


A pet bead pees ee eS of 
the “‘ Roaring F. No coal smoke, our 
Plant equipped oll fel Coolest Hotel in’ New York 


THE ANSONIA 


with the Hotels 
in Conjunction Colonial, “Anderson, 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

recognition of the club organizer’ s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office -on — 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
réceivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club. sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. x 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES } 

The Sunday School Times will be sent ‘to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal -Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
































Lesson for April 11 


Genesis. 1:1 to 2:25 
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As High as 9% 
with Safety! 


Our Aunuity Bonds yield their 
holders as high as 9%. Joint pro- 
tection of two or more persons 
in a single bond is possible when 
desired. -An Annuity Bond in- 
come cannot shrink. Payments 
are. made promptly and cannot 
fail. Your-investment is secure 
and will be used in circulating 
the*Holy Bible without note or 
comment in many languages 
among the nations of the world. 


Write for Booklet No. F-16 
which will tell you what our 
Annuity Bonds-will do for you. 
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I for Illustrated Catalog 
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BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
ss Sno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
. (Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


| PULPITS 


'] Chairs. Tables, Hymn Boards.Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Ps7* Elece- 
BIBLE UNIVERSITY COURSE 


Leading to graduation. Study at home. Graduate 

















in 30 months. Best books. For announcements, write 
Progr. C. J: Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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Last Days with Mr. Dinwiddie 
in Northeast India . 


ANY of those interested in the work 

of the Victorious Life Testimony 
and the Pioneer Mission Agency have 
been eagerly awaiting news of the survey 
of the unexplored regions of northeast 
India, begun last fall by the late Rev. 
Howard B. Dinwiddie, Field Secretary 
of the Testimony, and General Secretary 
of the Pioneer Mission Agency. One of 
the earliest accounts of the first part of 
the journey comes from the Rev. K. D. 
Garrison in a letter to his mother, dated 
December 6. Mr. Garrison is the Acting 
Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
at Akola, Berar, India, and he accom- 
panied Mr, Dinwiddie in his visits to the 
stations of the North East India General 
Mission, leaving him on December 3 to 
return to his station, Mr. Dinwiddie going 
on into the unexplored regions of north- 
east India accompanied only by native 
workers. It was on this latter part of 
the journey that Mr. Dinwiddie was 
stricken, and died with enteric fever, on 
December 27 and was buried on Decem- 
oer 29 in Aijal, Lushai Hills, Assam, In- 

ia. 

Some idea of the natives of the country 
in which the first part of the survey was 
made is given in Mr, Garrison’s letter, 
which is quoted at length below, and 
which comes to The Sunday School Times 
through the courtesy of his cousin, Mr. 
S. V. Conner, of Louisville, Ky. 

*“T surely feel as though I had been to 
the ends of the earth. One could hardly 
believe that a few miles could put him 
into a country as different from Central 
India as this is. It-is like another conti- 
nent, and I might be among the American 
Indians of the Southern States or in the 
primeval forests of Hiawatha. 

“It is Sunday and we have ceased our 
journeying for the day, and are camped 
at a little village called Dubiadar, on the 
Barak River. It is my last camp and 
the last village I shall see in this country, 
for I am on my way back. I parted from 
Dinwiddie on Thursday morning, and he 
has gone on southward in the mountains, 
and I do not know where he will come 
out. He came both to look into the work 
of the North East India General Mission 
— which we have done together —and to 
explore unoccupied territory in these 
mountains. In the latter work he rep- 


resents the ‘Pioneer Mission Agency,’ of. 


which he is Secretary. Its business is to 
send him to unoccupied corners of the 
world to gather accurate information and 
then find some one to enter that place. 
He has thus visited seventeen countries, 
and in each case his trip has been followed 
by missionary occupation. 

“On this trip we came to Calcutta and 
skirted the Bay of Bengal on a fast mail 
train eastward. Then we dropped down 
a river for five hours—one of the main 
mouths of the Ganges, and ‘again took 
a train, the Assam mail, and traveled all 
night into Assam. At ‘Silchar*we got out, 
and after a Sunday halt at Lockipur we 
struck off to the mountains. Four days 
by boat up the Barak river took us to the 
foot of the back ranges. Thence we 
climbed right up on to a high ridge, ar- 
riving there late at night and so foot- 
sore and weary that I could have cried 
in sympathy for myself. It was only nine 
miles to walk between 2 P. M. and dark 
(which comes here at 5.30), but afterward 
we looked up the map and found that we 
had climbed over four thousand feet above 
the river. With the numerous down 
hill stretches this must have almost made 
a vertical mile for us. 

“There followed a crowded and. won- 
derful six days in the mountains. We did 
in six days what would have taken many 
more according to the plans made for us. 
I fear that I cannot here describe much 
in detail. You may imagine how a per- 
son feels to be the first white missionary 
in a place, but I had never before been 
the first white to visit a place and find 
there two hundred Christians organized 
into a strong church, and everything run- 





ning well. We saw this in several places. 

“The hill people are much like the Amer- 
ican Indians or Esquimos, with a strong 
Mongolian appearance. They live deep in 
the forests, or on the crown of mountains, 
and cultivate tracts of the dense jungle, 
which they burn off once in five years 
and sow rice, The next year the jungle 
has reclaimed the land and bamboos are 
waving thirty feet high over the fields. 
Houses are made entirely of bamboo, as 
are spoons, cups, water pots, pipes, and 
almost everything else. Cane is used for 
tying things together and is as strong as 
nails. 

“The women have the heavy end of the. 
work, as in all heathen lands, but the Gos- 
pel is making a difference. These people 
are poor and work hard for what they 
get. They are almost independent of the 
outside world, and do their own spinning 
and weaving from cotton that they grow. 
I wondered much why the dogs never 
bark up here, but when I found that they 
are raiseg for food I could see why. A 
dog that is to be eaten has no interest 
in protecting anything. He is one with 
the pigs, chickens, and ducks that abound 
about and under the houses. When I was 
in this house before a rat hung smoking 
above the fireplace. Now it is replaced 
by a vast quantity of rhinoceros meat, On 
the whole the people are remarkably like 
our lower castes on the plains, but have 
a sturdy independence that we do not 
find down there. / 

“This work is an offshoot of the Weish 
Revival which visited the Kessia hills 
about sixteen years ago. It spread over 
here and has gone on since without resi- 
dent missionaries. That is why I was 
asked to come and see it, if perchance we 
can learn something from this as to put- 
ting our Indian workers forward and re- 
ducing our staff of missionaries. Per- 
haps we can, though I am only one among 
many missionaries, and I am going on 
furlough. But what I have seen will take 
root in my heart, and will be the better 
for waiting. All that is worth while in 
our vision must be tested by waiting be- 
fore it can operate successfully. The life 
of Moses teaches us this. 

“There is a great need of a white man 
here to conduct a Bible school, If it were 
an Alliance work I should volunteer at 
once. Think what a field in which to 
train resourceful workers. They house 
151 workers now,—all untrained, — and 
29 of them supported by the churches. 
And all without a missionary! I have 
no pictures, as I loaned my Kodak to 
Dinwiddie for official use and do not know 
that I can get any prints, 

“I am tired, and am sick of the rough 
and ready feod that I know how to cook 
better than the boy does, but the hos- 
pitality and love are wonderful. Seldom 
before have I seen people weep with joy 
to see a missionary, nor heard such help- 
ful prayers in a strange tongue. I can say 
‘Howdy do,’ ‘Thank you,’ and ‘God’ and 
‘Lord Jesus,’ and I cou'd learn the lan- 
guage in six months. Shall be home, D. V., 
by Saturday, December 12. This work 
is really Apostolic in its patterns and re- 
sults, and I read the Book of Acts with 
new eyes now.” 


Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., June 26 to July 2.—Students’ 
Conference. Meals and room, from Saturday 
supper until the following Saturday break- 
fast, $15. Registration fee, $3. Before mailing 
your application, the instructions given be- 
low should be carefully noted. 

Keswick, N. J., July 10 to 18.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room, from Sat- 
urday. supper until Monday breakfast (eight 
and three-quarter days), $16. Registration 
fee, $3. Before mailing your application, the 
instructions given below should be carefully 
noted. 


Keswick, N. J., July 24 to August 1.—Vic- 
torious Life Conference. Meals and room, 
from Saturday supper until Monday breakfast 
(eight and three-quarter days), $16. Registra- 
tion fee, $3. Before mailing your application, 
the instructions given below should be care- 
fully noted. 


Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 9% 
to 15.—Victorious Life Conference. Guests can 
be accommodated in the Hotel Linwood at 
the following rates, including board and 
room. Two or more persons occupying one 
room, $20 and $25 a week, each person. One 
person occupying a room, $25 to $30 a week. 
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K<tes for meals at hotel: 21 meal ticket, $14; 
14 meal ticket, $11. Light lunches served in 
lunch room at mederate prices. Special rates 
vnd information concerning accommodation in 
the cottages will be given on application. A de- 
posit of $5 in advance to insure room in hotel] 
cr cottages being reserved, is required. Res- 
ervations cannot be made unless application 
is accompanied by registration fee of $2. Ad- 
dress Mrs. C. F. Groth, 12314 Ingomar Ave- 
nue, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Keswick, N. J., August 21 to 29.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room, from Sat- 
urday supper until Monday breakfast (eight 
and three-quarter days), $16. Registration fee, 
$3. Before mailing your application, the in- 
structions given below should be carefully 
noted. 


Except as noted above in the case of the 
Linwood Park Conference, all applications for 
accommodations should be sent to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 8 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Reserva- 
tions cannot be made unless accompanied by 
registration fee. The limited acéOmmodations 
at Keswick do not make single rooms pos- 
sible. 





‘* Far the finest I have yet found’’ 


ARE YOU PLANNING 


Vacation 


Bible 
School? 


OW is none 
too early to 
consider the one 
a for the coming 
summer. Its success depends upon how care- 
fully it is planned. Before deciding upon a 
particular course, examine ours. Authorities 
in-the work, almost to a unit, freely acknowl- 
edge that they are the most complete pub- 
lished. They cover three grades — Kinder- 
garten, Primary and Junior. The important 
feature is that they differ from all other courses 
in that 














all book materials necessary for 
the work of each teacher are to 
be found in the one book pro- 
vided for that teacher. 














So simply and completely arranged that any 
intelligent person with their aid can success- 
fully teach a vacation Bible school. 


Write today for free booklet describing our 
courses. It explains the whys and wherefores 
of the Daily Vacation Bible School; also 


contains an outline of a typical day's work. 


The Standard Publishing Company 
Dept. 16-H, Eighth, Ninth and Cutter Streets, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 

COMES 


Mother’s Day in MAY 


Before you plan your service for this occasion be sure 

to examine our latest songalogues,dramatic services, 

solos, anthems, etc. * Catalog and samples’’ on 
request, 


Gatlin Math, 
AWhole Year for 21.00! 
rue ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


IKEEP YOUR SCALP] 
- Clean and Healthy 


WITH CUTICURA 














Box 439 
91 Seventh Ave. 
NEW YORK, N.Y 
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silent, physical, voice building exercises. 


church choir, but she ha 


clear, so simple, so practical that something in 
to her prayer. Read 


interesting, and every word of it is true. 


We 








HE letters on this page tell amazing 


stories of vocal development. They 
are from men and women who have 
learned that Physical Voice-Culture is a 
most thoroughly tested, scientific method 
of voice building. They are just a few 
of the thousands telling the same stories 
of success, im many cases, after all other 
methods of voice building had failed. 
Your voice has fascinating dormant pos- 
sibilities that you may not even realize. 
The new book, Physical Voice-Culture, 
will show you how to’ build up a superb 
voice by the development of muscles 
whose existence you never suspected, No 
matter what condition your voice is in 
now, it can be improved at least 100.per- 
cent or every cent of tuition will be cheer- 


have finished the course. ; 
Just a few years ago, Bert Langtre’s 
voice was almost destroyed by catarrh 


Develop a 


1. Can 
two fingers between your teeth? 

2. Can you swallow five times in succession? 

the cords vibrate when you sing 


4. Can you hold your breath for 30 


secon 
5S. Are you determined to sing or 
speak well? 


If you answer “yes” tothese ques- 
Oe 

nm 
Joie eae ITSICAL VOICE CULTURE. 


PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE, Studio 47-63. 
1922 Sunnyside Ave., Chicago, Lil. 


Gentlemen: Send at once, free and without obliga- 
x . beautifully illustrated book *‘ cal 
ture’’ and full information regarding your 
of .. it is under- 
that I do not have to a cent for this book, 
either now or later, and that not have to return it. 
Name ...... 








Then one day, as she thumbed a magazine, she some upon a startling message. 
aced the same vocal problems she face \ { 

prelate Rage Bh = ¢ her heart told her that this was a direct answer 
the rest of her story in “Physical Voice Culture. 


fully refunded without question when you. 


3. Holding your hand to your throat,can you 4 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


How Her Prayer Was Answered 


{ the most interesting stories related in the book “Physical Voice Culture” referred to 
Pg yy of a choir singer who found the answer to her prayers in a wonderful system of 


> ‘ is earnest young woman had prayed that she might be worthy of a place in her 
For years this earn Saceu achieved a voles worthy of her aspiration. 


She learned 


—and had triumphed. It was all so 


It is absorbingly 


and asthma, An impediment in his speech 
caused him untold embarrassment and 
suffering. Now he is singing in Grand 
Opera in California. “An unusual case,” 
you say. Not at all. He merely took 
advantage of the opportunity you are 
given here, 

Build up your voice the simple, easy, nat- 
ural way by silent physical exercises in 
the privacy of your own home. The 
Physical Voice-Culture method is ideally 
adapted to home study. It is being taught 
as successfully by correspondence as by 
personal instruction. No dhe need know 
that you are studying until you have 
developed a strong, beautiful voice. When 
you are constantly urged to sing or speak 
at your church, at private receptions or 
public functions—when you are the most 
popular person in your circle of acquaint- 
ances, then you will know the rich re- 
wards of Physical V oice-Culture. 


If You Can Pass These Tests You Can 


fal 









Superb Singing Voice | s SSv 


uu Open your mouth wide enough to insert 


& a 
Mail This Coupon 
Find out at once about the wonderful possi- 
bilities of your yvoice—possibilities that you 
have never realized! Simply send coupon for 
FREE book. Read the astounding érue stories 
of what others have done. This may be the 
turning point in your life. Mail coupon today. 


Perfect Voice Institute 
1922 Sunnyside Ave. Studio 47-63 Chicago, Ill. 





Read how to do it in “PHYSICAL 
VOICE CULTURE,” the greatest book 


ever written on voice building. 


. started several people 


aif 
think 





Voice Better at Fitty-five 
than Ever Before in 
Pastor’s Life 


Dear Instructor: 


_ I have gone through your course, and 
it would not be enough to say that I am 
Satisfied. I am delighted. It is more 
than I had hoped for. 
am now doing evangelistic singing, 
and my friends tell me that my voice 
is better than ever before, and I am in 
my 5sth year. 
Andrew J. Notestine, 
Associate Pastor, 


Guarantee to 


It will 


show you the scientific, tested way to 
build a powerful singing or speaking 
voice. Send coupon below for —" 


Boor! 


Glad to Tell Everybody What 
Your Course Did 


I shall certainly be delighted_to tell an 
what your course did for me. In fact, I have 
been telling people for the last three years and 
l in the work in Japan. 
en one lives in New York, as I do now 
and sees the number of wholly unqualified 
who are teaching singing, it seems as 

ought to be some test for teachers. I 
that learning ten operatic roles, one 
after another, is a pretty good test of thecon- 
dition of a 8 throat, don’t you? My 
voice doesn’t seem to have suffered in 


‘least from it. 


Mendelson, 
New York City. 


Wouldn’t Part With Course 
for $1,000.00 


I have a great deal to say about this won- 
derful course, and bang! Jo to know that I am 
a happy man since taking it up. I n 
your course dly, very badly. Being a 
teacher, I have to speak, at times, quite loud, 
and the strain on my throat was acutely felt, 
and _ hoarseness followed. My voice is abso- 
lutely clear and resonant now, in fact, I have 
no words to thank you enough. 

I wouldn’t part with my Course for a 


thousand dollars. 
Julio C. De Vosconcellos, 
New Bedford, Mass. 








Realizes the Dream of Her Life 


_A feeling of thankfulness comes over me to 
think I have found such an opportunity to 
cultivate my voice. It is theone great thing in 
my life to developa beautifu] voice, and tothink 
that it is daily improving through your won- 

1 method brought right to my own door. 


I will now make ha it 
to cectaialy the beer ioeeenae Fame 


Florence M. 
1488 Lith Aver, Vancatner, B.C. 





Lost Voice Restored—Sings 
Better n Ever 

I am very glad to be able to inform you 
that the study and practice of your exercises 
is making a gteat ch in my voice. 

You ay appreciate what this means to 
me when you that an illness while in 
France, weakened my throat to such an extent 
that I feared I would néver sing again. How- 
ever, after studying your lessons, I find that 
I can sing better than ever, in fact, I was told 
by a friend who had heard me sing at a re- 
ception that I had never been in better voice 


I am now, 
J. Ralph Bartlett, 
Newton, N. H. 


(Lesson ror April 11) MARCH 27, 1926 











Beautiful Tones Gain 
Praise of Choirmaster 


My dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

Since I started this course, I notice 
a decided improvement in my voice for 
the few lessons I have had. The pro- 
fessor of the choir to which I belong 
commended me on my singing last 
pesos He told me my voice had im- 
Proved very much since I joined the 
choir,-and that the tones were much 
clearer and beautiful. 


John Gummer, 
423 S. Maderia St., Baltimore, Md. 





Church Singer Delights 
Congregation with Her 





Beautiful Voice 


Hear From Church Singer 
My dear Professor: 


Thank you very much for the cer- 
tificate just received. I am _ very 
proud of it. I feel that I have some- 
thing to show for my last year’s work. 
Not only good health, but a beautiful 
voice. I cannot help but say “Thank 
God” for everything you have done 
for me. ; 

As I stood in church yesterday 
and sang I noticed people turnin 
their heads to see whe was singing. 
am singing tomorrow in Dalton, and 
the next afternoon in Lee, for charity. 
I do much of this, and find the more 
I do the more I am expected to do. 

hope you will always think of me 
as one who has made a big success-in 
the work I chose to do. 
arolyn Burgess, 
107 Sumner Street, 
Lee, Mass. 





Possessor of Trained Voice 

Always Welcomed by 

Everybody . 
My dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

I am_ going to tell you about my 
wonderful success in voice training, 
although it has only en a few 
months since I have taken up this 
course. My voice is indeed becoming 
stronger from week to week, and is 
so clear. It is: much easier for me to 
sing now; and furthermore, I can depend 
on my voice not breaking ‘down, for I 
am building a very strong bridge, and it 
will never break. 

Anna E. Halmker, 
Chicago Heights, Il. 








Can Sing Two Hours 
Without Fatigue 


Dear Teacher: 


I have just completed the twelfth lesson 
of your course, afid can honestly say that 
My voice has improved a great deal. 
have a better voice now than I ever hoped 
to have, and I feel that my improvement 
has only started. 

Thanks to you for your method I am 
able to do solo work in our church choir 
now. I also lead the Sunday School 
services, and without your training I 
should never have had voice enough to 
do this. I can now do two hours of heavy 
singing without over-taxing my voice. 

I can now make ‘high “A” with ease, 
and when I am at my best “B” natural. 

Mere thanks cannot convey to you what 
I think of your course, but I hope that 
accomplishment may prove my gratifica- 


tion. 
Donald Tearle, 


Berkeley, California. 


- 


‘‘My Voice is Perfect!’’ 


Dear Instructor: 

My voice is perfect! Mr. Feuchtinger, 
your lessons are wonderful, and I can’t 
help telling has ige of the benefit I got 
out of them. will recommend your 
course to all. 

Ann Tage Skrener, 
ox 182, Eveleth, Minn. 





Never Knew How to Use 
Breath Until Taking Up 
Perfect Voice Course 


Dear Professor Feuchtinger: 


I am pleased to say that my voice is 
getting better and stronger every day. 
never knew how to use my breath right 
until I got your last three lessons, and 
the result is that my voice is 100 per cent 
better than it ever was. I am using the 
tongue attack with good results now. 

Fred Haushalter, | 
Chadwick Street, Sewickley, Pa. 
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